
Connecter

Sunday May 03, 2020

Hi!

Tune into our May 03 service as Stephen Baxter introduces the new Lament Sermon

Series.

Following the message you are invited to share in the Lord’s Supper together. Come prepared

with your own bread and grape juice. 

See you on Zoom Mingle from 9.45am.

Blessings!

Heather Galloway

HBC Secretary

Download the PDF for May 03 >>>

The Online Connecter >>>

GIVE TO HBC ONLINE >>>



Sunday Church Online

Sunday May 03, 2020

Welcome to Church!

9:45AM “DOORS OPEN” ON ZOOM

Join the Zoom meeting to mingle before, and after, service.

Mingle here to say “Hi!”

Mingle on Zoom

10:15am Service Begins on YouTube

Today’s Bible Readings: Psalm 13 and Lamentations 1: 1-4

Message: An introduction to “God’s Gift of Lament” by Stephen Baxter.

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated following the message.

Click button to watch live on YouTube:

Watch service, starting at 10:15am

10:45am Morning Tea

Hang around on Zoom after the service for a virtual cuppa.

BYO tea and coffee! It’s good to connect and encourage one another.

Anytime from 10.15 am Sunday

Watch service later >>>

Go To HBC YouTube Channel



Church Family News

Sunday May 3, 2020

Keeping you up to date . . .

COVID-19 has meant so many changes to us all. Just seven

weeks ago we had a normal church service in the Tab, followed

by a church meeting.

That day we prayed for Stephen and Jenny ahead of their

holiday overseas – which didn’t happen!

SO MUCH HAS CHANGED SINCE THEN

Holidays have gone out the window.

Restrictions have been imposed on meeting with others, and going out

Social isolation is a part of life for so many more – students, singles

Our dependence on technology has increased dramatically

Church services are now pre-recorded, and viewed on YouTube

Virtual meetings and social gatherings held – using Zoom or similar

Some are working from home, others have reduced work, or have none at all!

THANKFULLY, NOT EVERYTHING HAS CHANGED

How true and reassuring is this:



THERE IS NO BETTER TIME TO:

Hold strong to your faith |Show God’s love to others

Have conversations about faith | Re-examine what your faith means

OR MAYBE

Discover the truth for the first time

LETS GIVE THANKS FOR:

The relationships that have formed and will grow during this time

The opportunity to discover that the little things you do for people can make a difference

Those who have commenced work despite the current conditions

MAY MISSION MONTH

May is the time when Baptists traditionally raise

money to support mission work overseas

through Global Interaction (GIA).

At HBC we donate to GIA in two ways:

1. An amount allocated in the budget

2. Cash donations – either by EFT, or collection of coins in a money box throughout the

year.

Please deposit through the HBC bank account with the reference “May Mission Month” >>>



Artist’s Impression

Our contribution supports Jan and Jit with their work in Thailand. Have you read their

latest newsletter? CLICK HERE to download their PDF update.

UPDATE ON UNITS FOR SALE

Contracts of sale have been signed for two

of the units which became available recently.

Please continue to pray that the other two

sell very soon.

Please also pray for us as we consider the

possibility of retaining a second unit and how

we might meet the financial obligations of

doing so.

NEW VIC/TAS REP FOR GIA

Geoff Maddock is our new Global Interaction

Representative.

You can read more about Geoff HERE >>>

GIVING – YOUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

At this time more than ever it is important to continue your ongoing commitment to God’s

work, in Hobart, Tasmania and beyond.

GIVE ONLINE HERE >>>



Lament Sermon Series | May 3 to June 7

A TIME TO WEEP – God’s gift of Lament.
“The Bible actually responds to real life. We jump so quickly to everything’s

going to be fine and awesome. We forget that the Bible actually allows us,

and in fact encourages and maybe even commands us, to stay in those

places of suffering, to speak the honest truth.”

Soong-Chan Rah

Most of us wrestle at some point with the reality of evil and suffering. Whether we are

Christian or not, suffering and evil impact significantly our belief in God and our attitude

toward God. For some it is the cause of their rejection of the existence of God. The

world today seems to be at a crisis point, it is a profound cultural moment. How does

the church serve the community in its response? And how can we be ‘prophetic’ at the

same time?

Whether we are Christian or not, whenever there is suffering there is a response. It

doesn’t matter whether it personal or someone close to us, or the community/world in

general, suffering and evil elicits a reaction.

What is our strategy?

Do we ignore it endeavouring to minimize the pain and stay positive? Do we drown it in

a fever of activity ¾ bingeing on Netflix, using mind-altering substances or numbing it

with alcohol?

Perhaps our tactic is to face it, get angry, frustrated and ‘let it all out’. Alternatively, we

can fixate on the suffering, succumb to it and wallow in despair. On the other hand we

could become consumed by fear and trapped inside emotions unable to think,

convinced things could only get worse.

Perhaps our response is a combination of responses ¾ all messy and confused.

Not surprisingly, each response reveals something about our belief in God?” Ignoring

suffering suggests God is irrelevant, drowning suffering implies God is insufficient.



Despair says God is uninvolved, rage says God is unjust, and fear suggests God is

not in control.

But there is another way.

It is called Lament. It is the gift of God for difficult, sad and painful moments. The

bible is full of them. In lament, we encounter life and theology in their most raw forms.

It is about expressing our hurts, griefs sorrows and complaints to God. it is truth-

telling allowing the voice of the suffering to be brought front and centre.

Lament wrestles with the tension that God is good, but bad things still happen. 

Lament struggles with the promise one day there will be no more pain, tears, and

death (Rev. 21:4), but that day has not yet come.

In Lament we open ourselves up to God’s healing and renewal. But not on our terms.

Lament acknowledges God’s long-term view and accepts it. Lament is often a cry

amid the unresolved that enables us to move from hurt to hope, even when our

painful circumstances do not change.

To lament is to pray

It is the cry of a heart, or hearts, that are hurting, confused and pain-filled yet still

believing.  It is an act of faith where, though we are tempted to turn our back on God

because of anger and disenchantment, we address our complaint to him.

To lament is a prayer for the world in all its brokenness, sinfulness, suffering and

pain. It is a cry that amid that brokenness, cries with a faith anchored on the bedrock

of God’s grace, truth and love. It is a cry of hope and trust that one day God will set

all things aright. 

The tone of our 10am service

In this series we will explore Lament as God’s gift to us and actively engage in lament

for our world, our community, our families and ourselves.

Our aim is to learn together how to lament well. Each Sunday we will enter into grief

of a particular issue at both a corporate and individual level. This will bring a strong

‘contemplative’ feel to our services. We will sing songs that talk about human

suffering, rather than songs that say move too quickly to announce that everything is

going to be okay. Each week we will endeavour to use poetry and/or responsive

readings as well as testimony of lament.

Jesus will be our focus as we grapple with the deep truth that Jesus is named “a man

of sorrows and acquainted with grief” (Isaiah 53:3).

He, more than anyone who walked on earth, understood the depth of the tragedy and

paradox embedded into the heart of humanity. Yet, it is through Jesus, and his



obedience through death to resurrection, that we have hope. Each week we will

end on a note of hope and praise.

Sermons yet to come:

May 3 What is Lament? Stephen Baxter

May 10 Lament for the human condition

May 17 Lament for the planet

May 24 Lament for our city

May 31 Lament for loss

June 7 Lament, “Jesus don’t you care?”



Pray for our Community

AS YOU PRAY THIS WEEK, HERE ARE SOME REMINDERS:

Hobart Baptist Church Building Development
Praise that two of the units that were up for sale have been sold!

There are two more units to sell and at this stage there is interest in one of

them. Please pray this sale will come through soon.

Pray for the deacons as they develop a plan for Hobart Baptist Church to retain

a second unit.

Global Families
Pray for those within our church community who have family spread across

the globe, particularly where health systems are not as robust as Australia.

Health and Well-being
Pray for those who suffer from chronic illness or who are already immune

compromised. May they find respite and not be burdened with anxiety about the

current situation.



Tasmanian Baptists News & Prayer

SUNDAY MAY 3, 2020

PHOTO: Tasmanian Baptist Assembly at Riverlands, October 2019

Pray for the virtual Assembly – the May 2020 Assembly, scheduled for

May 8 and 9 will now be held via email as a result of the current government

restrictions. As a substitute, there will be a modified meeting via email (and

normal mail for some) and decisions will be ratified at a future Assembly.

Voting forms should be mailed or emailed back to the office no later than May

8. Contact Rodney Marshall if you have any questions:

rodney@tasbaptists.org.au

Pray for May Missions Month – Australian Baptists are committed to global

mission through Global Interaction. In May you are encouraged to prayerfully

give a donation to the work of Global Interaction in one of these ways:

– Send a cheque to Global Interaction, PO Box 3085 Auburn, Vic. 3123

OR

– Go online to www.globalinteraction.org.au/donate

Details here: https://www.globalinteraction.org.au/be-involved/may-

mission-month

Pray for local church outreach initiatives – Gateway Baptist (Launceston)

commenced an online Alpha course last week. City Baptist has partnered

with a community group in a project that saw hundreds of donated toys and

books distributed to refugee families in Launceston for use in times of

isolation and schooling from home.



Pray for the isolated and vulnerable individuals and families under our

current conditions. Pray for safety where there is violence in homes.

Pray for the poorest of the world and for the expected devastation that

may hit as COVID19 spread. Nations with poor health facilities and minimal

testing could potentially see large numbers of deaths. Baptist World Aid

Aust is currently preparing to launch a campaign to raise awareness and

finances.

Reflect: In his great mercy has given us new birth into a living hope through

the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that

can never perish, spoil or fade. 

1 Peter 1:1-3
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