
A Word from Heather

Sunday May 17, 2020

HI! HOW HAS YOUR WEEK BEEN?

I trust that despite the day to day challenges of the current situation you have been blessed in

some way, received encouragement from something and shown love to someone each day. 

Tune into our May 17 service as we continue our Lament Sermon Series.

Jo Sinclair will be bringing the message entitled “Lament for a New Earth”.

Catch you on Zoom Mingle from 9.45am.

Blessings!

Heather Galloway

HBC Secretary

Download the Connecter basic PDF for May 17 >>>

Read the Connecter Online >>>

GIVE TO HBC ONLINE >>>



Sunday Church Online

Sunday May 17, 2020

Welcome to Church!

9:45AM “DOORS OPEN” ON ZOOM

Join the Zoom meeting to mingle before, and after, service.

Mingle here to say “Hi!”

Mingle on Zoom

10:15am Service Begins on YouTube

Today’s Bible Readings: Psalm 90 and Revelation 21: 1-7

Message: “A Lament for a New Earth” by Joanna Sinclair.

Click button to watch live on YouTube:

Watch service, starting at 10:15am

10:45am Morning Tea

Hang around on Zoom after the service for a virtual cuppa.

BYO tea and coffee! It’s good to connect and encourage one another.

Anytime from 10.15 am Sunday

Watch service later:

Go To HBC YouTube Channel



Church Family News

Sunday May 17, 2020

Keeping you up to date…

CREATIVE WAYS TO BLESS PEOPLE

Picture this: Sunny day, going for a walk in some quite area and randomly you come across

beautiful piano music floating on the breeze – best guess it will be Kelvin Smith!

Kelvin and his piano on Conningham beach

Kelvin and his 250kg piano have ‘popped up’ in Newdegate St, North Hobart, at Coningham

Beach, on the Huon River aboard the Yukon, on Hadley’s Balcony and recently at Cornelian

Bay.

Kelvin Smith, whose alias A Piano of Tasmania, said his main purpose is simply to “help

people smile”.

Thanks Kelvin!

NEW CONNECTIONS ARE HAPPENING

Kids’ Church now available online!



We have a lesson you can do with your children, or join us on

Zoom for the same lesson done as a group.

You will need to click on the link to our Facebook page, if you

want to join Zoom or receive our weekly lesson guide. It is a

private group so I will be checking daily for member requests.

Hobart Baptist Kids’ Church Facebook Page >>>

Tracy Ortiz

Kids’ Church Coordinator

Prayer Point: Please pray that the technical difficulties experienced last week will not be

present this week, and that the time together will be even more rewarding for missing it last

week.

LETS GIVE THANKS FOR …

The positive COVID-19 status in Tasmania, and that we are moving into the first stage of

the road to recovery this week coming, on Monday May 18.

The encouragement we have been to each other during this period of isolation and may

the lessons learnt be carried forward, so that all the good is not forgotten.

God’s love for us and His faithfulness to us, that even in the darkest times He is with us

and for us.

MAY MISSION MONTH

During May we have the opportunity to support

our Global Interaction workers and in turn our

brothers and sisters in need in various overseas

countries

Our contribution will ensure that Jan and Jit

Yawan can return to Thailand as soon as it is

safe to do so. Their work with the disabled

continues thanks their dedicated staff workers,

with increased difficulties as a result of

COVID-19.

Jan and Jit prepared a brief video for May Mission Month which provides an update for

their Lanternlight Ministries. You can access their video by clicking here >>>



Artist’s Impression

At HBC we donate to Global Interaction in two ways:

1. An amount allocated in the budget

2. Cash donations – either by EFT, or collection of coins in a money box throughout the

year.

Please deposit through the HBC bank account with the reference “May Mission Month”

>>>

Our contribution supports Jan and Jit with their work in Thailand. Have you read their

latest newsletters? 

Jit and Jan’s APRIL news >>>

Jit and Jan’s MAY news >>>

FURTHER UPDATE ON UNITS FOR SALE

Unfortunately the latest contract of sale has

been withdrawn. The purchaser had inserted

an additional clause into the contract which

was not acceptable.

See Antal’s latest update, for May 7 >>>

Prayer Points: Please pray that a new

purchaser will be found very soon. Please

also pray for wisdom and clarity as the

Deacons work through the complexities of developing a plan to retain a second unit.

GIVING – YOUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

At this time more than ever it is important to

continue your ongoing commitment to God’s

work, in Hobart, Tasmania and beyond.

GIVE ONLINE HERE >>>

Perhaps you are not tech savvy? Are your

cash filled offering envelopes accumulating at

home? Two members of the Finance

Committee have been authorised to collect

and deposit funds in the church bank account. Please email Heather:

secretary@hobartbaptist.org.au to make arrangements.



Latest Building Development News

7 May 2020

The Builder continues to adhere to safe work practices stemming from government

directives requiring distancing & numbers working in close proximity. Meetings and all

communications between parties continue electronically. The situation is far from ideal!

There has not been any extension of time submissions as yet but they are expected.

Levels 1 and 2 fitouts are virtually complete. The carpet is being installed to Level 1

units.

Plaster is complete on Level 3 and continuing on Level 4 with completion now

scheduled by the end of the third week in May. The Surveyor is set to commence his

role in getting Strata Titling underway next week.

Joinery fitout is almost complete on Level 3.

Electrical wiring, plumbing and air-conditioning pipework is advancing well, with lighting

connected on Levels 1 and 2.

The Lift is operational and has been handed over to the builder.

The current scheduled completion date of Stage 2 (units) remains the third week of

June, and it will continue to remain so until a formal extension of time claim is submitted

by the builder. Having said that, we have formally extended the sale contract

completion dates to the end of August to give us some leeway.

A total of five purchasers pulled out a few weeks ago for various reasons. To date Hank

Petrusma has confirmed resales for three of those units, and there are two potential

buyers for the remaining unit. The resale prices achieved have been slightly higher than

originally achieved which has helped negate some of the cost overruns on Stage 2 of

the project. The Church has decided to keep an extra unit, and discussions have

commenced with BFS about finance.

The builder has commenced work on parts of Stage 3 but understands he cannot claim

for any of this work until Stage 2 has been finished and the Unit Sales Contracts have



been finalised.

I continue to show potential buyers through the complex and we should know by the

end of this week if all units have been taken up.

STOP PRESS! As of Friday May 8, ALL available units are now sold.

Antal Hanke – Project Manager

Level 3 Unit ready for painting

Entry Door to Unit Lift Foyer

Steelwork for the Outdoor Play
Area behind Upper Hall

Earlier updates available here >>>



Lament Sermon Series | May 3 to June 7

A TIME TO WEEP – God’s gift of Lament.
“The Bible actually responds to real life. We jump so quickly to

everything’s going to be fine and awesome. We forget that the Bible

actually allows us, and in fact encourages and maybe even commands

us, to stay in those places of suffering, to speak the honest truth.”

Soong-Chan Rah

Most of us wrestle at some point with the reality of evil and suffering. Whether we

are Christian or not, suffering and evil impact significantly our belief in God and our

attitude toward God. For some it is the cause of their rejection of the existence of

God. The world today seems to be at a crisis point, it is a profound cultural

moment. How does the church serve the community in its response? And how can

we be ‘prophetic’ at the same time?

Whether we are Christian or not, whenever there is suffering there is a response. It

doesn’t matter whether it personal or someone close to us, or the community/world

in general, suffering and evil elicits a reaction.

What is our strategy?

Do we ignore it endeavouring to minimize the pain and stay positive? Do we drown

it in a fever of activity ¾ bingeing on Netflix, using mind-altering substances or

numbing it with alcohol?

Perhaps our tactic is to face it, get angry, frustrated and ‘let it all out’. Alternatively,

we can fixate on the suffering, succumb to it and wallow in despair. On the other

hand we could become consumed by fear and trapped inside emotions unable to

think, convinced things could only get worse.

Perhaps our response is a combination of responses ¾ all messy and confused.

Not surprisingly, each response reveals something about our belief in God?”

Ignoring suffering suggests God is irrelevant, drowning suffering implies God is



insufficient. Despair says God is uninvolved, rage says God is unjust, and fear

suggests God is not in control.

But there is another way.

It is called Lament. It is the gift of God for difficult, sad and painful moments. The

bible is full of them. In lament, we encounter life and theology in their most raw

forms. It is about expressing our hurts, griefs sorrows and complaints to God. it

is truth-telling allowing the voice of the suffering to be brought front and centre.

Lament wrestles with the tension that God is good, but bad things still happen. 

Lament struggles with the promise one day there will be no more pain, tears,

and death (Rev. 21:4), but that day has not yet come.

In Lament we open ourselves up to God’s healing and renewal. But not on our

terms. Lament acknowledges God’s long-term view and accepts it. Lament is

often a cry amid the unresolved that enables us to move from hurt to hope, even

when our painful circumstances do not change.

To lament is to pray

It is the cry of a heart, or hearts, that are hurting, confused and pain-filled yet still

believing.  It is an act of faith where, though we are tempted to turn our back on

God because of anger and disenchantment, we address our complaint to him.

To lament is a prayer for the world in all its brokenness, sinfulness, suffering and

pain. It is a cry that amid that brokenness, cries with a faith anchored on the

bedrock of God’s grace, truth and love. It is a cry of hope and trust that one day

God will set all things aright. 

The tone of our 10am service

In this series we will explore Lament as God’s gift to us and actively engage in

lament for our world, our community, our families and ourselves.

Our aim is to learn together how to lament well. Each Sunday we will enter into

grief of a particular issue at both a corporate and individual level. This will bring a

strong ‘contemplative’ feel to our services. We will sing songs that talk about

human suffering, rather than songs that say move too quickly to announce that

everything is going to be okay. Each week we will endeavour to use poetry

and/or responsive readings as well as testimony of lament.

Jesus will be our focus as we grapple with the deep truth that Jesus is named “a

man of sorrows and acquainted with grief” (Isaiah 53:3).

He, more than anyone who walked on earth, understood the depth of the tragedy

and paradox embedded into the heart of humanity. Yet, it is through Jesus, and



his obedience through death to resurrection, that we have hope. Each week

we will end on a note of hope and praise.

Sermons completed:

May 10 A Lament for the Planet, Stephen Baxter

May 3 What is Lament? Stephen Baxter

Sermons yet to come:

May 17 Lament for the New Earth, Joanna Sinclair

May 24 Lament for our city

May 31 Lament for loss

June 7 Lament, “Jesus don’t you care?”
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