
A Word from Heather

Sunday May 31, 2020
GIVE THANKS WITH A GRATEFUL HEART!

As May draws to a close let us give thanks for those who God has called to serve among 
least-reached people groups in many countries, and for the opportunity to support them 
financially.

Tune into our May 31 service as we continue our Lament Sermon Series. 
Joel Ortiz will be bringing the message entitled “Sweet Sorrow”.

Talk to you on Zoom Mingle from 9.45am.
Blessings!

Heather Galloway
HBC Secretary

Download the Connecter basic PDF for May 31 >>>
Read the Connecter Online >>>

GIVE TO HBC ONLINE >>>



Sunday Church Online

Sunday May 31, 2020
Welcome to Church!

9:45AM “DOORS OPEN” ON ZOOM

Join the Zoom meeting to mingle before, and after, service.

Click here to say “Hi!”

Mingle on Zoom

10:15am Service Begins on YouTube
Today’s Bible Readings: Psalm 60: 1-5 and Luke 6: 17-21
Message: “Sweet Sorrow” by Joel Ortiz.

Click button to watch live on YouTube:

Watch service, starting at 10:15am

10:45am Morning Tea
Hang around on Zoom after the service for a virtual cuppa.



BYO tea and coffee! It’s good to connect and encourage one another.

Anytime from 10.15 am Sunday

Watch service later:

Go To HBC YouTube Channel



Church Family News

Sunday May 31, 2020
Keeping you up to date…
BUILDING PROGRESS AND CALL TO PRAYER

HBC Laneway

Building of the units is nearing completion and that means we are almost at the end of 
Stage 2 of our building development project. 
Things have really begun moving along this week with demolition of internal walls in the 
Upper Hall in preparation for installing the Mezzanine floor (Stage 3).
Work has also started on the South wall of the Soundy Building to join this building to the 



Tabernacle. This work will not be completed until new offices are finished in Stage 3 
Upper Hall.

Who would have thought 10 years ago that in 2020 HBC would have been doing a 
huge building development on site? 

Our vision to be a missional church to the people of Hobart has grown into something 
big! 

God has helped and guided us through it all and we have stayed steady and determined 
in fulfilling his plans.

CALL TO PRAYER

We need to be fervent in our prayers, asking for God’s guidance, assistance and his 
wisdom as decisions are made. 

Discussions are currently in progress regarding:  
funding to enable HBC to retain a second unit, 

and the operation of the coffee shop.

Please pray for those involved, for clarity and transparency in discussions and in decision 
making and certainty of God’s leading. 

If you would like to be involved in any way, or are able to help financially, please speak to 
Heather Galloway.

GIVING PRAISE TO GOD

Atuk and Korman were taken 
by surprise when little 
Rommane decided to enter 
the world on March 15, nearly 
10 weeks early!

Thanks to the care given by 
the doctors and nurses at both 
the Royal Hobart and Calvary 
hospitals, and daily visits from 
Atuk, baby Rommane has not 
looked back. Rommane has 
been at home for a month 



Joel blessing Rommanenow and continues to gain 
weight nicely and is very alert. 
Praise God!

Prayer Point: Give thanks that Atuk’s surprise at the early birth has turned to delight, and 
that her daughter is doing so well. Please continue to pray for Rommane and for the 
whole family.

NEWS AND MORE PRAYER POINTS …

A Church Members’ Meeting is scheduled for Sunday 21 June at 11.30 am. See Church 
Members Page for more details >>>

Please Pray for the preparation ahead of this meeting

Please continue to pray for the Church Family and all connected with it. A number are 
unwell or facing health problems. Others are missing personal connections through 
attending church and visiting loved ones or struggling with changes due to restrictions in 
place for Covid-19 pandemic.

It is National Reconciliation Week. 
You will find a Prayer for Reconciliation in the Community Prayer page provided by 
Common Grace >>>

MAY MISSION MONTH

Australian Baptists are committed to global 
mission through Global Interaction. May 
Missions month is a time of focus on this 
work and an opportunity to support those 
who have been called to serve our brothers 
and sisters in far off corners of the world.

A reminder that May Mission Month ends on Sunday: 



It is not too late to make your donation.

Please deposit to HBC bank account with the reference “May Mission Month” >>>

Watch the video about Jan and Jit’s Lanternlight ministries here>>>

GIVING – YOUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

At this time more than ever it is important to 
continue your ongoing commitment to God’s work, 
in Hobart, Tasmania and beyond.

Thank you to all who have been faithfully 
continuing their regular giving. Your support is 
much appreciated. 

GIVE ONLINE HERE >>>

Perhaps you are not tech savvy? Are your cash filled offering envelopes accumulating at 
home? Two members of the Finance Committee have been authorised to collect and 
deposit funds in the church bank account. Please email Heather: 
secretary@hobartbaptist.org.au to make arrangements.



Christmas in Winter

WE’RE CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS IN THE MIDDLE OF WINTER TO RECAPTURE 
THE MAGIC

As Winter turns to Spring, and we emerge out of the isolated darkness of the COVID-19 
restrictions, what a great way to anticipate the coming of light and warmth.

Come and join our celebration of the birth of Jesus over 2000 years ago. He is 
Emmanuel – God is with us – especially at Christmas! 

Celebrating in the middle of Winter means there are no end-of-year functions, no school 
musicals or graduations, and no last-minute gift shopping. What’s more, the candles will 
glow at 4.30 in the afternoon. 

It will make for a heavenly Christmas no doubt and our well-loved carols will make sense. 

So, come and share the hope we have for the future. Let the light shine in our darkness 
and new growth will burst forth from your hibernation. Together we can share in joy of life. 

3 Opportunities to Celebrate
Carols at the Tab

THURSDAY, FRIDAY AND SATURDAY NIGHT | JULY 23, 24 AND 
25 | 6PM

Most of the Carols were written to be sung in the middle of winter, 
and this time we’ll sing them in ours! All with the appropriate social 
distancing of course. 



The sun will have set, it will not be too late for the children, and 
we’ll keep warm, singing with great gusto, warm apple cider and 
gingerbread.

Entry is free, but by ticket only to ensure we comply with the 
regulations.

Christmas Dinner | In your home

ANY NIGHT DURING CHRISTMAS WEEK

Imagine hot roasted meat and vegetables, steamed puddings and 
your favourite drink. 

Make it a real celebration. Get out the decorations, dim the lights, put 
up the Christmas tree, light the candles, pull out your best crockery, 
and light up the fire. 

There will be no need to give gifts, as your gift is cosy evenings in 
the presence of family, friends and neighbours. 

Christmas Day | Sunday July 26 | 9 & 10.30am

JOIN US AS WE FOCUS IN ON THE BIRTH OF JESUS AND ALL THAT IT MEANS 
FOR US IN THIS UNIQUE YEAR OF 2020. 

Despite the fear, despair, darkness and doubt, God is with us. Emmanuel! There is every 
reason to cheer.

Entry is free, but by ticket only to ensure we comply with the regulations.



TWO WEEKS OF ADVENT | JULY 12 & 19

We will celebrate Advent in the two weeks leading up to Christmas, as we expectantly 
wait in preparation for the celebration of the Nativity.



HBC Members – and Others!

Hobart Baptist Church would not exist without the support and 
care of our official membership. 

Despite the uncertainty caused by the COVID-19 pandemic the Deacons have scheduled 
a Church Members’ Meeting for:

Sunday 21 June 2020 commencing at 11.30 am

The majority of people will meet via Zoom, but there is an opportunity for a few to meet in 
the building. If you would like to be one of them please let me know.

WE ARE WORKING TOWARDS PRESENTING:

The proposed budget for the 2020-2021 financial year

A plan for returning to services post COVID-19

A report on the feasibility of retaining a second unit as an ongoing legacy for the 
church, and potentially a motion regarding purchasing the unit, including the financing of 
it

Other matters: With the building of the units nearing completion, there will undoubtedly 
be other matters arising

You will receive more information as soon as possible.

Heather Galloway, Secretary



Members’ Meetings are held quarterly, and are open to members and non-members 
alike. (Non-members are able to vote on most issues.)

The Members are led by the Deacons, who meet monthly.

HBC Diaconate
Chair: Scott Ambrose
Secretary: Heather Galloway
Assistant Secretary: Kaaren Stott
Treasurer: Peter Tattam
Assistant Treasurer: vacant
Ex-officio: Stephen Baxter
Ordinary Deacons: Celia Munro; Joanna Sinclair; Josh Lattimore; Moo Lay Graham; 
David Needham



Lament Sermon Series | May 3 to June 7

A TIME TO WEEP – God’s gift of Lament.
“The Bible actually responds to real life. We jump so quickly to everything’s 
going to be fine and awesome. We forget that the Bible actually allows us, 
and in fact encourages and maybe even commands us, to stay in those 
places of suffering, to speak the honest truth.”

Soong-Chan Rah

Most of us wrestle at some point with the reality of evil and suffering. Whether we are 
Christian or not, suffering and evil impact significantly our belief in God and our attitude 
toward God. For some it is the cause of their rejection of the existence of God. The world 
today seems to be at a crisis point, it is a profound cultural moment. How does the 
church serve the community in its response? And how can we be ‘prophetic’ at the same 
time?

Whether we are Christian or not, whenever there is suffering there is a response. It 
doesn’t matter whether it personal or someone close to us, or the community/world in 
general, suffering and evil elicits a reaction.

What is our strategy? 
Do we ignore it endeavouring to minimize the pain and stay positive? Do we drown it in a 
fever of activity ¾ bingeing on Netflix, using mind-altering substances or numbing it with 
alcohol?

Perhaps our tactic is to face it, get angry, frustrated and ‘let it all out’. Alternatively, we 
can fixate on the suffering, succumb to it and wallow in despair. On the other hand we 



could become consumed by fear and trapped inside emotions unable to think, convinced 
things could only get worse.

Perhaps our response is a combination of responses ¾ all messy and confused.

Not surprisingly, each response reveals something about our belief in God?” Ignoring 
suffering suggests God is irrelevant, drowning suffering implies God is insufficient. 
Despair says God is uninvolved, rage says God is unjust, and fear suggests God is not in 
control.

But there is another way. 
It is called Lament. It is the gift of God for difficult, sad and painful moments. The bible is 
full of them. In lament, we encounter life and theology in their most raw forms. It is about 
expressing our hurts, griefs sorrows and complaints to God. it is truth-telling allowing the 
voice of the suffering to be brought front and centre.

Lament wrestles with the tension that God is good, but bad things still happen.  Lament 
struggles with the promise one day there will be no more pain, tears, and death (Rev. 
21:4), but that day has not yet come.

In Lament we open ourselves up to God’s healing and renewal. But not on our terms. 
Lament acknowledges God’s long-term view and accepts it. Lament is often a cry amid 
the unresolved that enables us to move from hurt to hope, even when our painful 
circumstances do not change.

To lament is to pray
It is the cry of a heart, or hearts, that are hurting, confused and pain-filled yet still 
believing.  It is an act of faith where, though we are tempted to turn our back on God 
because of anger and disenchantment, we address our complaint to him.

To lament is a prayer for the world in all its brokenness, sinfulness, suffering and pain. It 
is a cry that amid that brokenness, cries with a faith anchored on the bedrock of God’s 
grace, truth and love. It is a cry of hope and trust that one day God will set all things 
aright. 

The tone of our 10am service

In this series we will explore Lament as God’s gift to us and actively engage in lament for 
our world, our community, our families and ourselves.

Our aim is to learn together how to lament well. Each Sunday we will enter into grief of a 
particular issue at both a corporate and individual level. This will bring a strong 
‘contemplative’ feel to our services. We will sing songs that talk about human suffering, 



rather than songs that say move too quickly to announce that everything is going to be 
okay. Each week we will endeavour to use poetry and/or responsive readings as well as 
testimony of lament.

Jesus will be our focus as we grapple with the deep truth that Jesus is named “a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief” (Isaiah 53:3). 

He, more than anyone who walked on earth, understood the depth of the tragedy and 
paradox embedded into the heart of humanity. Yet, it is through Jesus, and his obedience 
through death to resurrection, that we have hope. Each week we will end on a note of 
hope and praise.

Sermons completed:
May 24 Lament for Our City, Michael Henderson
May 17 Lament for the New Earth, Joanna Sinclair
May 10 A Lament for the Planet, Stephen Baxter
May 3 What is Lament? Stephen Baxter

Sermons yet to come:
May 31 Lament for loss
June 7 Lament, “Jesus don’t you care?”



Social Justice Taskforce Monthly Bytes

Take on social justice in bite-sized chunks
Welcome to the first “Monthly Byte” prepared by the Tasmanian Baptist Social Justice 
Taskforce. Each month there will be a “byte” addressing a critical social justice issue in 
our society.

In May, our focus is on Domestic and Family Violence.  Kay Hunter from City Baptist in 
Launceston has provided some powerful information including data, a powerful video, a 
prayer and some suggested actions.

First some facts about: Domestic and Family Violence
In Australia on average, one woman a week is murdered by her current or former 
partner (last year 64 women died as a result of domestic violence).

Almost 40% of women continued to experience violence from their partner while 
temporarily separated.

Domestic and Family Violence is the leading cause of homelessness for women and 
children.  In 2016-17, 34800 children, 72000 women and 9000 men seeking homeless 
services reported that Domestic and Family Violence caused or contributed to their 
homelessness.

Family Violence occurs across all ages and all socio economic and demographic groups.

Australian Police deal with domestic violence every 2 minutes.



These statistics are appalling and when you consider that the Police Commissioner in 
2016 claimed that between 40-80% of domestic violence cases go unreported, this is 
not an issue that we can afford to ignore.

If you do not know someone who has been affected by family and domestic violence then 
I politely suggest you are living in some sort of unrealistic and idealistic bubble.  I would 
also suggest that maybe you should be looking for it because the stats would suggest 
that it is all around us.

Check out this powerful video called Invisible Scars.  It is an approximately 4-minute 
drama made in Sydney.  

➁➂➃
#INVISIBLESCARS - BYSA’s Domestic & Family Violence Campaign 

(Official Video).
https://youtube.com/watch?v=H2bC0YSaHV4

Action:  What can we do?

RELATIONSHIPS:

Firstly, we can all build better relationships with those around us.  Become the sort of 
friend people can trust enough to talk to about what is often felt to be a shameful 
experience in their life. 

Women (and a fewer number of men) who experience domestic and family violence have 
learnt that often people will indicate by their attitude that the victim has done something 
to cause the violence. Or even if they have not caused it, they could just walk away from 
the perpetrator if they wanted to. So the ‘victims’ will not readily share their experiences.



Many deaths could have been avoided if those women who were murdered had a friend 
who accepted them unconditionally, and worked hard to put a protective frame work 
around them and their children.

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL MEMBER:

Contact your local member and ask them what they do to ensure adequate funding for 
DV services, and what they do to ensure enough emergency housing for women and 
children fleeing Domestic and Family Violence.

CAMPAIGNING:  

You can also campaign for more affordable and public housing so these families can 
begin to rebuild shattered lives on the foundation of sustainable accommodation.

RESOURCES:

List of Tasmanian agencies addressing Domestic and Family Violence: Click HERE >>>

List of agencies and resources prepared by Tasmanian Anglicans: Click HERE >>>

For more info or to talk, email Kay Hunter: kayandjohnhunter@gmail.com

Prayer
Our loving Father, we come to you with thanksgiving in our hearts because you made us 
and love us unconditionally. Father we ask that you will enable us to be messengers of 
hope and love for others. 

Open our eyes that we may truly see the brokenness around us and recognise that we 
are part of this brokenness and restoration can only come through you.  As you have 
reached out to us, help us to learn how to reach out to others. Give us a willingness to 
provide support and sanctuary to those who need it. 

We ask these things Father in the name of your Son who gave His life that all may know 
what it is to be in right relationship with you and with each other.  Amen



Tasmanian Baptists News & Prayer

SUNDAY MAY 31, 2020

During May Mission Month, you can support specific families on mission. Pictured above 
are Andie and Cathie Staunton with their family:

Support the Staunton Family >>>

PRAYER FOR MICHAEL ROWLES AND DELORAINE BAPTIST

Deloraine is using zoom for Sunday mornings and two mid-week small groups. About 
two-thirds of their folks are joining in on Sundays. The small groups have easily doubled 
since moving to a virtual format.

PRAYER FOR CHURCH LEADERS – WHAT COMES NEXT?

Some churches are moving towards partial opening of services in mid-June, within 
government restrictions and social distancing requirements while others continue with 
online services.  Pray that church leaders will reflect on what this unique moment in 
history is inviting us to be … and what opportunities lie before us to share God’s love 
like never before.



HOPE GROUPS

A Hope Group is a group of 3-4 people who meet each week to experience hope, help 
and community with friends who do not yet know Jesus.  Groups meet online to share 
what they’re thankful for, what has been a challenge, read a scripture of hope from the 
life of Jesus, commit to helping a friend in need and close with a short prayer. Easy!

The Together Network has been funded to provide free training for any Christian who 
wants to read the Bible with their friends during this pandemic. Training takes just 1.5 
hours over zoom. They offer 2-3 sessions each week, or alternatively you can book a 
time specifically for your leadership team.

Find out more about Hope Groups >>>

Register for Training >>>

PRAY FOR MAY MISSIONS MONTH

Australian Baptists are committed to global mission through Global Interaction. During 
May Missions Month, some of our churches have a focus on the work in Cambodia. 

Read about the work in Cambodia >>>

Prayerfully contribute to Global Interaction’s annual appeal >>>



Reflect: In your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be ready to give the reason for 
the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect. 

1 Peter 3:15



Pray for our Community

SPECIFIC PRAYERS FOR YOU THIS WEEK:

National Reconciliation Week 2020 

RECONCILIATION PRAYER

(Prayer from Wontulp Bi-Buya Indigenous Theology Working Group, 13 March 
1997)

Holy Father, God of Love, 
You are the Creator of all things.

We acknowledge the pain and shame of our history and the sufferings of Our peoples,
We ask for your forgiveness.
We thank you for the survival of Indigenous cultures. 

Our hope is in you because you gave your Son Jesus to reconcile the world to you.

We pray for your strength and grace to forgive, accept and love one another, as you love 
us and forgive and accept us in the sacrifice of your Son.

Give us the courage to accept the realities of our history so that we may build a better 
future for our Nation. 
Teach us to respect all cultures. 



Teach us to care for our land and waters. 
Help us to share justly the resources of this land. 

Help us to bring about spiritual and social change to improve the quality of life for all 
groups in our communities,
Especially the disadvantaged. 

Help young people to find true dignity and self-esteem by your Spirit. 

May your power and love be the foundations on which we build 
our families, 
our communities,
and our Nation.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen. 

Social Justice focus area: Domestic Violence
PRAYER:

Our loving father we come to you with thanksgiving in our hearts because you made us 
and love us unconditionally.  Father we ask that you will enable us to be messengers of 
hope and love for others. 

Open our eyes that we may truly see the brokenness around us and recognise that we 
are part of this brokenness and restoration can only come through you.  As you have 
reached out to us, help us to learn how to reach out to others. Give us a willingness to 
provide support and sanctuary to those who need it. 

We ask these things father in the name of your son who gave his life that all may know 
what it is to be in right relationship with you and with each other. 

Amen
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