
A Word from Heather

Sunday June 21, 2020

REJOICE – GOD IS WITH US! 

The mid-winter solstice, a turning point for the seasons. There is much to look forward to 

as the days slowly get longer and as we emerge from the isolation of Covid-19. Praise 

God.

Tune into our June 21 service as we continue our popular Lament Sermon Series. 

Michael Henderson’s message is entitled “Don’t sit in lament: God wants to carry you 

through it.”

Talk to you on Zoom Mingle from 9.45am

Blessings

Heather Galloway

HBC Secretary

Read the Connecter Online>>>

Download the Connecter basic PDF for June 21 >>>

Print Your Christmas brochure to invite friends >>>

GIVE TO HBC ONLINE>>>



Sunday Church Online

Sunday 21 June, 2020

WELCOME TO CHURCH

9:45AM “DOORS OPEN” ON ZOOM

Join the Zoom meeting to mingle before, and after, the service.

Click orange button to say “Hi!”

Mingle on Zoom – before and after church.

10:15AM SERVICE BEGINS ON YOUTUBE

Today’s Bible Readings: Psalm 25: 1-11 and Psalm 23

Message: “Don’t sit in lament: God wants to carry you through it.” by Michael Henderson.

Click blue button to watch live from our YouTube channel:

Watch HERE. Weekly release: 10:15am Sunday



10:45AM MORNING TEA

Hang around on Zoom after the service for a virtual cuppa.

BYO tea and coffee! It’s good to connect and encourage one another.



Greetings from Obang in last week’s 
service

Church Family News

Sunday June 21, 2020

Keeping you up to date . . .

MEETING IN PERSON

It has been great seeing Obang and others 

in our YouTube services in recent weeks.

Meeting in person will be even better and 

isn’t far away! 

The aim is to begin the transition and hold 

our first trial service next Sunday 28 June. 

Unfortunately it is not a simple matter of 

picking up where we left off. The limit on 

numbers allowed at any one time means it 

will be a gradual process as we juggle the online service with meeting in person in the 

Tab. 

Stay tuned. The game has changed, so if you are keen to be involved in any way, please 

get in touch. We want to hear from you! 



CHURCH MEMBERS’ MEETING

Today, Sunday 21 June at 11.30 am via Zoom. 

See Church Members Page for more details >>> (including the Agenda)

Prayer Point: Please pray for this meeting. For the decisions that will be made and also 

that different format of meeting will not cause difficulties with the presentations. 

REFUGEE WEEK – SUNDAY JUNE 14 TO SATURDAY JUNE 20

Celebrating the Year of Welcome

The plight of refugees world wide is something that distresses 

us all. The Covid-19 pandemic has been even more 

devastating for these groups of already suffering people. 

Moo Lay shared with us last Sunday that the Karen refugees 

who have been resettled in the USA are really suffering now. 

Instead of experiencing a better life they are forced to continue working and many have 

succumbed to Covid-19. 

The Tas Baptists Social Justice Taskforce monthly Bytes provides some information 

regarding refugee settlement in Tasmania and contains a number of links, bible 

references to read and some prayers for you. I encourage you to refer to this.

BLESSING OTHERS

Covid-19 has affected us all in one way or another. Many 

in our community who have lost their jobs and are 

struggling to make ends meet are turning to Hobart City 

Mission for assistance for basic needs. 

If you would like to help others and your financial position 

allows you to, you may like to donate to the Hobart City Mission prior to June 30 and your 

donation will be DOUBLED. Donations are tax deductible. 

Donate online at hobartcitymission.org.au or call 6215 4200. 



GIVING – YOUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Thank you to all who have been faithfully continuing to support the work in and through 

Hobart Baptist at this time. It is much appreciated. 

GIVE ONLINE HERE>>>

Sunday June 14, 2020

Keeping you up to date . . . 

MEETING TOGETHER AGAIN

Ministry leaders are meeting in person, this Sunday afternoon to discuss the possibilities 

for returning to worshiping in the Tab. 

Please pray for this meeting. There are many issues to talk through with the restrictions 

on the number of people who can come together at one time.

Holding multiple services is a likely scenario, but this raises many interconnecting 

questions. 

Prayer Point: Please pray for an openness to God’s leading in this matter. Pray that all 

leaders will have the opportunity to be heard. 

Pray for understanding of the implications of the guidelines for all ministry areas, and 

pray that together, we will find the right way forward. 



CHRISTMAS IN WINTER >>>

Dark MoFo is not happening this year because of Covid-19, however, we are planning a 

festival of our own!

I don’t want to give too much away at the moment, as it may spoil the surprise. I’m sure 

the thought of singing Christmas carols and enjoying a hot Christmas dinner should be 

enough to look forward to! You can plan your guest list, and your dinner menu – won’t it 

be great to get together with family and friends.

And of course, Christmas Day, being encouraged by what the birth of Jesus means to us 

and to the world. Let us make the most of the current situation to share the good news as 

widely as possible.

CHRISTMAS DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

July 12 and 19: Two weeks of Advent

July 19-26: Christmas Dinner at your house

6pm, July 23, 24 and 25: Carols at the Tab

9am and 10.30am July 26: Christmas Day

COMING UP THIS MONTH

NEXT SUNDAY

June 21 Church Members’ Meeting, 11.30am

Please note that attendance is either in person, or via Zoom, and an RSVP is required to 

Heather: secretary@hobartbaptist.org.au or 0427 974 073.

See Church Members Page for more details >>> (including the Agenda)



ACL Online Conference

Saturday June 27 2020, 9:30am – 12:45pm

Not Ashamed, Australian Christian Lobby conference will equip 

a generation of Christians to boldly stand together for Christ 

and for God’s truth in public! To recover that same conviction, boldness, and confidence 

Paul had when he declared he was “not ashamed” of the gospel (Rom 1:16). To see 

Christians shining as lights in the world.

Be inspired with greater confidence and clarity to speak truth in the euthanasia debate in 

Tasmania and much more.

To find out about the conference and to register click here>>>

GIVING – YOUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

At this time more than ever it is important to continue your ongoing commitment to God’s 

work, in Hobart, Tasmania and beyond.

Thank you to all who have been faithfully continuing their regular giving. Your support is 

much appreciated. 

GIVE ONLINE HERE>>>

Perhaps you are not tech savvy? Are your cash filled offering envelopes accumulating at 

home? Two members of the Finance Committee have been authorised to collect and 

deposit funds in the church bank account. Please email Heather: 

secretary@hobartbaptist.org.au to make arrangements.



HBC Members – and Others!

Hobart Baptist Church would not exist without the support and 

care of our official membership. 

CHURCH MEMBERS MEETING – THIS SUNDAY

Sunday 21 June 2020 commencing at 11.30 am – On Zoom Only.

Covid-19 has made us change the way we do many things. The Church Members’ 

Meeting is one such example. Originally two options for joining the meeting were 

advertised, however as most of the few respondents opted to join via zoom, we have 

decided that the meeting will be held solely on Zoom. Your zoom link will be emailed 

out prior to the meeting. 

Members, please email secretary@hobartbaptist.org.au or phone Heather on 0427 

974 073 if you require any assistance.

Similarly, the meeting papers will be sent via email, if you require a hard copy please let 

me know. 

THE AGENDA WILL INCLUDE:

Confirmation of Minutes from March 15 Church Members’ Meeting

Senior Pastor’s report

Secretary’s report

Treasurer’ report: Presentation of Draft budget, and financial statements for 1 July 2019 – 

31 March 2020.



Building Update: Including a motion regarding financing the completion of the building 

project. 

Heather Galloway, Secretary

Members’ Meetings are held quarterly, and are open to members and non-members 

alike. (Non-members are able to vote on most issues.)

The Members are led by the Deacons, who meet monthly.

HBC Diaconate

Chair: Scott Ambrose

Secretary: Heather Galloway

Assistant Secretary: Kaaren Stott

Treasurer: Peter Tattam

Assistant Treasurer: vacant

Ex-officio: Stephen Baxter

Ordinary Deacons: Celia Munro; Joanna Sinclair; Josh Lattimore; Moo Lay Graham; 

David Needham



W

Social Justice Taskforce Monthly Bytes

Take on social justice in bite-sized chunks

elcome to the second “Monthly Byte” prepared by the Tasmanian 

Baptist Social Justice Taskforce.

Each month there will be a “byte” addressing a critical social justice 

issue in our society.

In June, our focus is on Refugee Settlement in Tasmania.  Jeff McKinnon, from City 

Baptist in Launceston, has provided some powerful information including data, some 

great videos, prayers and some suggested actions.

First some facts: Refugee Settlement 

CNN TV reporter, Peter Arnett, was on assignment in Palestine when a bomb exploded 

killing and injuring many. A man carrying a critically injured beautiful little girl begged 

Peter for help to get to the nearest hospital. Doctors did all they could for her, but the little 

girl died. Arnett didn’t know what to say. He said to the man that he couldn’t imagine what 

he was going through losing his daughter. The man looked up with tears running down 

his face: 

“That girl was not my daughter. I am an Israeli settler. She was Palestinian. 

But there comes a time when each of us must realise that every child is a son 

or a daughter.”

The Jewish scriptures share that view. God’s people are to care for the vulnerable, 

including those seeking refuge a long way from home. Read Leviticus 19:33-34 and 

Deuteronomy 10:17-19. 



These themes were picked up by Jesus, see for example, Luke 10:25-27. In turn the 

early church understood the primacy of love, see Romans 12:9-21.

There are about 65 million people right now who have had to flee their home because of 

war, famine or floods. About half of these are children.

Refugee policy has been a troubled area in Australian politics over the past two 

decades. There are of course valid issues to be considered. But refugee policy has often 

been no more than a ‘political football’. Treating people like that has deeply concerned 

many Christians and denominations, including Australian Baptists. For more information 

CLICK HERE >>>

Refugees in Tasmania

Tasmania has seen a rapid influx of other nationalities over the past 30 years, including 

many refugees. These have included Nepalese (Nepal and Bhutan), Hazara 

(Afghanistan), Karen and Chin (both Myanmar) and Africans (eg Sudan, Nigeria, Eritrea). 

Hobart, Citywide, Gateway and City Baptist Churches now all have close ties with 

refugee communities. We now have an opportunity to welcome people from diverse 

backgrounds into our communities and churches.

Videos

Here is a sample of short videos that could be used in services or small groups. 

Alternatively the link could be distributed throughout your church via email, to be watched 

at home.

For views on the streets regarding refugees in Australia (in 1979) Click HERE >>>

or watch below



➁➂➃
Should refugees come to Australia? (1979) | RetroFocus

https://youtube.com/watch?v=djkmna0paVE

For an overview of the history of refugee policy Click HERE >>> or watch below

➁➂➃
Asylum seekers and Australia: is the debate over?

https://youtube.com/watch?v=kO1AKcBUkp4

For legal explanation of Australia’s policies see Prof. Jane McAdam Click HERE >>> or 

watch below



➁➂➃
What is Australia's policy on immigration, refugees and asylum 

seekers? | ABC News
https://youtube.com/watch?v=SrEoX20A7oA

In the ABC show, You Can’t Ask That, refugees reveal their experiences Click HERE >>>

or watch below

➁➂➃
Refugee experiences upon arriving in Australia

https://youtube.com/watch?v=QA_cjQMZQYQ



One family on Nauru, as told by Canadian TV Click HERE >>> or watch below

➁➂➃
Australia's refugee camps

https://youtube.com/watch?v=ukYgvFCDj8o

Action:  so what can we do?

Love without action is not love at all. 1 John 3:18.

Pray: for internally displaced persons and asylum seekers everywhere and refugees 

settled in Tasmania.

Learn: Who are the communities in Tasmania? Ask our churches engaged with refugees 

or look up the websites of the Migrant Resource Centre, Multicultural Council of 

Tasmania or the Refugee Council of Australia.

Read:  Scott Higgins’ book, Boundless Plains to Share?

Behrouz Boochani’s book, No Friend But The Mountain



Contact local member: Contact your local federal member expressing your concern 

about how poorly refugees are being settled in Tasmania in recent years.

Should you require more information or wish to talk about this issue you can email Jeff 

McKinnon, jeff@citybaptistchurch.net

Some Prayers . . . 

Lord, 

No one is a stranger to you

and no one is ever far from your loving care

In your kindness watch over refugees and asylum seekers,

those separated from their loved ones,

those who are lost,

and those who have been exiled from their homes.

Bring them safely to the place where they long to be,

and help us always to show your kindness to strangers and those in need.

Australian Catholic Social Justice Council

Father, countless lives of Your precious children have been taken by terrible conflicts.

Even in humanitarian crises, we want to remember that you deeply love all children.



Please carry them safely through conflict, hold them closely in places of refuge and wrap 

them in your tender compassion.

May their fathers, mothers, teachers and community leaders seek to protect them from 

the severity of pain.

For our Christian brothers and sisters, help them to teach their children about Your love in 

the midst of unimaginable struggles.

Make us into people who love and stand up for the most vulnerable.

Transform our hearts that we may remember to always pray, seeking Your wisdom and 

grace. Through Christ our Lord, Amen

Baptist World Aid Australia (adapted)



Tasmanian Baptists News & Prayer

Sunday June 21, 2020

Access Stephen Baxter’s reflection What’s the World Coming To?

in the latest edition of ADVANCE | step by step Click HERE to view >>>

PRAYER FOR LEADERSHIP AND CHURCHES

Pray for our Leadership Development Coordinators Michael Henderson and Jenna 

Blackwell (Youth and Young Adults), pictured above.

Pray for our churches as they consider when and how to reopen their services and their 

properties for other uses. Some have already opened, while others are finding the red 

tape a bit of a challenge. Re-opening is much more difficult than closing!

Pray for the Tasmanian Baptist Council which will meet next Saturday June 27, at 

Riverlands, Longford. Pray that the Council make good decisions to care for the Baptist 

churches of Tasmania during this unsettled time. Pray for safe travel for all the council 

members, to and from the meeting.

PRAYER FOR BAPTIST YOUTH – SURVEY

Australian Baptist Youth Ministries has heard stories from young adults aged 18 to 25 

years about the impact COVID-19 has had on their engagement with local churches. The 

team is seeking to compile some data to link to these anecdotes. This survey is one step 

forward in bringing clarity to what is happening in the young adult space, with the desire 

to create helpful, bespoke resources for our Baptist movement across Australia. Please 

promote this survey amongst all young adults in your church.  

Click HERE to access the survey



PRAYER FOR COVID GLOBAL EMERGENCY APPEAL

It is likely that the poorest parts of the world will suffer a huge emergency due to COVID-

19. Many of these same parts of the world are already dealing with the early effects of 

climate change and have limited resources.

Baptist World Aid Australia has set up a COVID Global Emergency Appeal to be able 

to respond as needed – providing face masks to protect thousands of vulnerable Syrian 

refugees from the coronavirus.

You can give generously now in the following ways:

Ring: 1300 789 991

Post a cheque: Baptist World Aid, Locked Bag 2200, North Ryde, NSW, 1670

Click HERE to donate online

Strategic Mission Week is a Global Interaction five-day course for anyone keen to 

explore the ‘why’ and ‘how’ of cross-cultural mission alongside passionate students, 

pastors and mission practitioners.  Students will be part of a learning hub who gather 

either face-to-face or virtually.

When:               13 – 17 July, 11am to 4pm

Where:              Across Australia (face-to-face and virtual options)

Cost:                   $100 ($70 for concession or students)

Contact:            info@globalinteraction.org.au or phone 9819 4944

Click HERE for Information and Registration >>

Reflect: Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they 

know that you have sent me. 

John 17:25


