
A Word from Heather

Sunday July 12, 2020

TWO WEEKS UNTIL CHRISTMAS IN WINTER!

This Sunday, July 12, two options for worship continue. Will you come to church doors and

meet in person, or will you stay with the online format?  

Christmas is tied in our minds to a time, a season, and to experiences. But Scripture reminds

us that the coming of Jesus has a timeless message of hope. Our sense of expectation and the

hope in Christ is a powerful response to the darkness around us. 

As we begin the lead up to Christmas in Winter this Sunday, Scott Ambrose will bring the

message entitled Advent: Hope in Dark Times.

Doors at the Tab open at 9:30am; and Zoom Mingle starts at 9.45am.

Blessings,

Heather Galloway

HBC Secretary

Read the Connecter Online>>>

Download the Connecter basic PDF for July 12 >>>

Print Your UPDATED Christmas brochure to invite friends >>>

GIVE TO HBC ONLINE>>>



Sunday Church Online

Sunday 12 July, 2020

WELCOME TO CHURCH ONLINE

9:45AM “DOORS OPEN” ON ZOOM

Join the Zoom meeting to mingle before, and after, the service.

Click orange button to say “Hi!”

Mingle on Zoom – before and after church.

10:15AM SERVICE BEGINS ON YOUTUBE

Today’s Bible Readings: Luke 1: 26-38 and John 1: 1-9.

Message: “Advent: Hope in Dark Times” by Scott Ambrose.

Click blue button to watch live from our YouTube channel:

Watch HERE. Weekly release: 10:15am Sunday

10:45AM VIRTUAL MORNING TEA

Hang around on Zoom after the service for a virtual cuppa.



BYO tea and coffee! It’s good to connect and encourage one another.



Church Family News

Sunday July 12, 2020

Keeping you up to date . . .

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP:
CONTINUES IN THE TABERNACLE

*AND*
REMAINS ONLINE >>>

READ MORE BELOW

CHRISTMAS IN WINTER (SEE DETAILS) >>>

Sunday, July 12, marks the start of “Christmas in Winter” season, with two Sundays of

Advent leading up to a Christmas Day service on July 26.

It certainly seems a little unexpected to celebrate Christmas in July. But it is just as strange

as celebrating it in the middle of Summer complete with daylight savings! Candles and hot

roast dinners don’t make a lot of sense in the height of our warm December days.

When the first Europeans came to Australia, they had a choice when to celebrate

Christmas. They could go with the season, or go with the calendar. While not surprising, it’s

a pity they chose the calendar.



At Christmas we rejoice in God’s light, Jesus, coming into our dark world. But so much of

that meaning is lost in our summer Christmas celebrations.

So we’re starting a new tradition.

We are celebrating Christmas according to the season, in the middle of Tassie’s cold,

dark winter. Our hope is that it will not only encourage our hearts, stir our spirits, and fill

us with hope, but it will give our community an opportunity to celebrate the real meaning

of Christmas in a unique way. Unique, at least, for Aussies!

CHRISTMAS DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

July 12 and 19: Two weeks of Advent

July 19-26: Christmas Dinner at your house

6pm, July 24 and 25: Carols at the Tab

9am and 10.30am July 26: Christmas Day

Wanted: Christmas Trees!

To decorate the Tab for our Christmas events, we

are collecting as many artificial trees (any shape,

colour, size), and fairy lights, as we possibly can.

Please contact Jenny Baxter to offer your trees &/or

lights: jb@jennybaxter.com.au / 0401 652 566.

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP:
CONTINUES IN THE TABERNACLE

*AND*
REMAINS ONLINE >>>

Church doors open at 9.30 am for a 10 am service.

Last week there was an increase in attendance from the previous Sunday, but as you can

see, we fell short of the 108 limit – there was room for more!

Will you join us this week as we continue to emerge from isolation and to be encouraged



Return to Church, 5 July 2020

by meeting with one another face-to-face?

Let God be your guide in your decision on returning

to the Tab, or remaining with the online service.

PLEASE REMEMBER:

* If you are unwell, you are asked to stay home

* Social distancing still needs to be observed

* There will be communion but not morning tea

* You are welcome to bring your own cushion

* More details can be found on Elvanto >>>

PLEASE NOTE:

Kids’ Church is taking a break over the school

holidays, and will recommence on July 26 in the

Hall at Hobart Baptist.

HBC Youth and Boys’ Brigade have both

finished their Zoom-based programmes for Term

2 and will be recommencing face-to-face (in a

modified format) in Term 3.

Prayer Point:  Give praise that the return to the

classroom for schools went well, with no reported

cases of Covid as a result. Please pray for

families over the school holiday period, that they

can have a good break after the many changes to their routine in the first half of the

year.

GONE TO BE WITH JESUS

Please pray for the Karen community, who are mourning the loss of one of their own

this week.

Recently arrived Ya Kwae was only 67.  He leaves a wife,  Naw Tauy, and four young

children.  

THE FAMILY SERIES FROM OLIVE TREE MEDIA



Our friends at Olive Tree Media (Karl Faase) have been in touch this week to let us

know they are currently offering churches and playgroups free copies of The Family

Series DVDs. Only postage needs to be paid.

This is a series hosted by Karl Faase and Fiona Hall, covering topics such as

parenting teens, parenting toddlers, encouraging faith, marriage and more.

For more info: https://www.olivetreemedia.com.au/the-family-series/

To Order, click image below:

The Family Series Giveaway

Olive Tree Media

BUILDING DEVELOPMENT NEWS.

The latest estimate for the completion of the units is the first week in August. The



photo shows the car park – ready for bitumen.

Very exciting, not long to go now: then the best

bits will happen!

To read the latest building development news

click here>>>

CHURCH MEMBERS’ MEETING

Please note: The Extraordinary Church Members’ Meeting scheduled for Sunday

12 July 2020, has been deferred to a date tba.

Investigations re finance to complete the building redevelopment is still in progress.

See Church Members Page for more details >>>

Prayer Point: Please pray for all involved with the building project, including the

Project Manager and the Treasurer. Please pray for wisdom and guidance and that

all the many details come together well.

YOU ARE INVITED

Tim Lattimore and Bonnie Semmens

invite you to their engagement

celebration.

Sunday 26 July 2020.

Drop-in for afternoon tea,

between 2 and 5pm to Hut 1 – Dru

Point, Margate.

They would love to see you there.

YAWAN NEWS

Jan and Jit are still in Australia, waiting to return to Thailand as soon as they are

able. You can read their latest PDF Newsletter HERE >>>



New Offering Envelopes
available

They are also extending an invitation all to join Global

Interaction’s Strategic Mission Week, next week, 13 – 17

July 2020. Details about it can be found at

http://www.globalinteraction.org.au/SMW

GIVING – YOUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

At this time more than ever it is important to continue your ongoing commitment

to God’s work, in Hobart, Tasmania and beyond.

Thank you to all who have been faithfully continuing their regular giving. Your

support is much appreciated.

GIVE ONLINE HERE>>>

NEW OFFERING ENVELOPES:

The current offering envelopes run out at the

end of this month. It seems that many who

perhaps used the envelope system

previously are now using electronic transfers,

which is to be encouraged.

However, if your preference is to use cash,

new sets of envelopes are now available to

enable you to do so in a safe manner.

Sets of envelopes will be available for

collection from church this week. If required delivery of envelope sets, or

collection of envelopes containing offering can be arranged.   Please email

Heather: secretary@hobartbaptist.org.au to make arrangements.



HBC Members – and Others!

Hobart Baptist Church would not exist without the support and

care of our official membership.

EXTRAORDINARY MEMBERS’ MEETING DEFERRED

The meeting originally scheduled for this Sunday 12 July has been deferred

to a date to be advised. My apologies for this, but work is continuing on the

financing for the completion of the build. You will be advised of a new meeting

date as soon as possible.

Your prayers for those concerned would be appreciated. Pray for wisdom and

openness in discussions, and for God to enable us to do immeasurably more

than we can imagine.

CHURCH MEMBERS’ MEETING OUTCOMES

The Church Members’ held on Sunday 21 June was well attended, and whilst

the Zoom platform was not ideal, it served us well thanks to everyone’s

patience and understanding.

The Senior Pastor’s and Secretary’s reports were received.

The Treasurer presented the Financial Statements for the nine month period,

1 July 2019 – 31 March 2020, which were received.

The draft budget for the upcoming financial year 1 July 2020 – 30 June 2021

was also presented. The difficulty in preparing the budget was recognised and

Peter was thanked for his work during the current challenging times. The

government support at this time was explained and noted with appreciation.

The budget was approved.



Background to the motion which was before the meeting regarding a loan to

finance the completion of the Building Project was presented and a healthy

discussion ensued.

The motion, to take out a loan to complete the building redevelopment, was

supported on the proviso that a full financial assessment for the 3 years of

the loan term, be presented to an Extraordinary Church Members’ Meeting

prior to approval being given to take out the loan.

Accordingly an Extraordinary Church Members’ Meeting has been

announced, but postponed to a date to be announced.

Information will be forwarded in good time which will enable any questions

to be raised prior to the meeting.

Heather Galloway, Secretary

Members’ Meetings are held quarterly, and are open to members and non-

members alike. (Non-members are able to vote on most issues.)

The Members are led by the Deacons, who meet monthly.

HBC Diaconate

Chair: Scott Ambrose

Secretary: Heather Galloway

Assistant Secretary: Kaaren Stott

Treasurer: Peter Tattam

Assistant Treasurer: vacant

Ex-officio: Stephen Baxter

Ordinary Deacons: Celia Munro; Joanna Sinclair; Josh Lattimore; Moo Lay

Graham; David Needham



Latest Building Development News

4 July 2020

Levels 1 and 2 units are complete in all respects and ready for Defects

inspections.

Level 3 units are 90% complete with only some minor fitout items to

complete.

Plaster is 90% complete on Level 4 with tiling and joinery fitouts

continuing with completion of all units now scheduled by the end of the

second week in July. The Surveyor continues with his role in getting

Strata Titling completed.

Electrical wiring, plumbing and air-conditioning pipework is advancing

well, with lighting functional on Levels 1, 2 and 3, and wiring well

underway on Level 4.

The Lift is operational and has been handed over to the builder. The

Builder has been instructed that it is not to be used during construction. I

have had the privilege of testing it out and I can say it is a very smooth

ride. Beats climbing the stairs which I have had to do on many occasions!

Drainage work in the Carpark is complete and Carpark preparation for

paving works and kerbs and channelling are continuing externally. The

stormwater pits and grease trap have been installed.

The Boundary fencing on the Western and Northern boundaries is well

advanced.

Getting TasWater to site to complete the water supply connection and

required alterations remains a concern.

The current scheduled completion date of Stage 2 (units) has been



foreshadowed by the Builder as the first week of August.

The builder has commenced work on parts of Stage 3 and works are

well under way. Demolition has been completed in readiness for

reinstatement works to commence in the Upper Hall and Soundy

Building Laneway.

Antal Hanke – Project Manager

Carpark Preparation

Northern Boundary Fence



Western Boundary Fence

Carpark almost ready for bitumen sealing

Earlier updates available here >>>



Christmas in Winter

WE’RE CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS IN THE MIDDLE OF
WINTER TO RECAPTURE THE MAGIC

➁➂➃
HBC Christmas Ad 30secs

https://youtube.com/watch?v=qqIoQMZ9NRU

As Winter turns to Spring, and we emerge out of the isolated

darkness of the COVID-19 restrictions, what a great way to

anticipate the coming of light and warmth.

Come and join our celebration of the birth of Jesus over 2000

years ago. He is Emmanuel – God is with us – especially at

Christmas!

Celebrating in the middle of Winter means there are no end-of-year

functions, no school musicals or graduations, and no last-minute

gift shopping. What’s more, the candles will glow at 4.30 in the

afternoon.

It will make for a heavenly Christmas no doubt and our well-loved

carols will make sense.



So, come and share the hope we have for the future. Let the

light shine in our darkness and new growth will burst forth from

your hibernation. Together we can share in joy of life.

DOWNLOAD CHRISTMAS BROCHURE

3 Opportunities to Celebrate

1. Carols at the Tab

➁➂➃
HBC Christmas Ad 30secs

https://youtube.com/watch?v=qqIoQMZ9NRU

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY NIGHTS

JULY 24 AND 25 | 6PM

Most of the Carols were written to be sung in the middle of

winter, and this time we’ll sing them in ours! All with the

appropriate social distancing of course.

The sun will have set, it will not be too late for the children, and

we’ll keep warm, singing with great gusto, warm apple cider and

gingerbread.

BOOK YOUR FREE TICKET!

Entry is free, but by ticket only, to ensure we comply with the

regulations. One ticket per person is essential.

FREE TICKETS, Carols at the Tab Fri July 24 >>>

FREE TICKETS, Carols at the Tab Sat July 25 >>>



2. Christmas Dinner | In your home

ANY NIGHT DURING CHRISTMAS
WEEK

Imagine hot roasted meat and vegetables,

steamed puddings and your favourite

drink.

Make it a real celebration. Get out the

decorations, dim the lights, put up the

Christmas tree, light the candles, pull out

your best crockery, and light up the fire.

There will be no need to give gifts, as your

gift is cosy evenings in the presence of

family, friends and neighbours.

3. Christmas Day | Sunday July 26

9am & 10.30am

Come along to focus in on the birth of Jesus and

all that it means for you in this unique year of 2020.

Despite the fear, despair, darkness and doubt, God is with us.

Emmanuel! There is every reason to cheer.

Entry is free, but by ticket only to ensure we comply with the

regulations.

Christmas Sermons

We will celebrate Advent in the two weeks leading up to

Christmas, as we expectantly wait in preparation for the

celebration of the Nativity.

July 12: First Sunday in Advent – Scott Ambrose

July 19: Second Sunday in Advent

July 26: Christmas Day



Tasmanian Baptists News & Prayer

Sunday July 12, 2020
Above: Our Mission Leadership Team (Dec 2019)
– Maddy Svoboda, Stephen Baxter, Jeff
McKinnon and David Roffe.

MISSION LEADERSHIP TEAM

Pray for our Mission Leadership Summit, coming up on

Tuesday 28 July.

Give thanks for David Roffe’s service on the MLT, now

finishing.  To read the full announcement, check the NEWS

section of the updated ADVANCE | step by step >>>

BAPTIST CHURCHES RE-OPEN

Yolla Baptist recommenced services in June after putting

their COVID-19 safety plan in place with 18 people

attending. The following week their COVID maximum (at

that time) of 28 attended. The Chat and Choose group has

also recommenced.  Gwenith Alexander (Coastlands) has

put together a weekly newsletter for Yolla.

Gateway Baptist (Launceston) recommenced their services

on 28 June.

City Baptist (Launceston) recommenced their services on 5

July.  In recent weeks they have connected with three

unchurched families wanting to know more about Jesus.

 Throughout the lockdown period they have fed 15-20 street

people on Saturday nights.

Pray for our migrant and refugee fellowships navigating

the complexities of COVID.



Reflect: Prepare your minds for action … when Jesus

Christ is revealed..

2 Peter 1:13
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