
A Word from Heather

Sunday August 02, 2020
This Sunday, August 2: Join us in the Tab for our 10am service , or if you are unable to make
it, tune in to the online service >>>

Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer: On Sunday, together with other churches across Tasmania,
we will take the opportunity to give thanks to God for protection during the Covid-19 pandemic.

We will pray for our leaders, and give thanks for their
wise decisions that have helped to keep Tasmanians
safe at this time. So let us warmly welcome Jacquie
Petrusma MP, and her family, to our 10am service.

Following on from Christmas in Winter, Stephen Baxter
will introduce our new sermon series Light Work: Let
there be – Let it shine, with his message entitled: “Let
There Be Light”

Today’s Bible reading: Genesis 1: 1-5

Doors at the Tab open at 9:30am; and Zoom Mingle starts at 9.45am.

Blessings,

Heather Galloway
HBC Secretary

Read the Connecter Online>>>
Download the Connecter basic PDF for August 2 >>>



GIVE TO HBC ONLINE>>>

Sunday Church Online

Sunday 2 August, 2020

WELCOME TO CHURCH ONLINE

9:45AM “DOORS OPEN” ON ZOOM

Join the Zoom meeting to mingle before, and after, the service.

Click orange button to say “Hi!”

Mingle on Zoom – before and after church.

10:15AM SERVICE BEGINS ON YOUTUBE

Today’s Bible Reading: Genesis 1: 1-5
Message: “Let There Be Light” by Stephen Baxter.

Come prepared with your own bread and grape juice for the Lord’s Supper.



Click blue button to watch live from our YouTube channel:

Watch HERE. Weekly release: 10:15am Sunday

10:45AM VIRTUAL MORNING TEA

Hang around on Zoom after the service for a virtual cuppa.
BYO tea and coffee! It’s good to connect and encourage one another.

Church Family News

Sunday August 2, 2020
Keeping you up to date…..

A MEMORABLE CHRISTMAS?

From the Pastor’s pen….

Christmas in Winter has quickly come and gone,
and with it our carolling, our roast dinners and
our celebration. It was a modest affair, but as
one reported to me, “it’s great to have a little bit
of joy amid all that is going on in the world at the
moment.”

Christmas in Winter is a celebration without the hype, commercialism and busy-ness we
normally associate with Christmas in summer. People described it as strange, unusual, even
weird. I think there is something really sad about that. We have become so used to the hype,
commercialism and busy-ness, that Christmas doesn’t feel like Christmas without them.

And that’s the point, of course. One aim of our winter celebration was  to strip away the hype
and commercialism, and leave us with the simple, fragile and profound story of a baby born in



lowly circumstances. It was he who not only taught us how to live, but demonstrated how to
live it by loving every person even his enemies.

And that’s the Christmas we all need to remember.

Stephen Baxter
Senior Pastor, Hobart Baptist Church

LIGHT WORK

Let there be | Let it shine

Christmas in Winter reminded us of the hope that the
newborn baby Jesus brought into the world, and how
he can help us and support us out of the dark times
in our lives, including Covid-19. In a natural
progression, the sermon series for August will
explore many aspects of the Light.
Click here to find out more >>>

THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER SUNDAY – 2 AUGUST 2020

This morning we have as our guest Jacquie
Petrusma MP and her family, joining us for the
10am service. We invited Jacquie, in her capacity
as a Member of Parliament, as we join with other
churches in Tasmania to give thanks to God for:

• Protecting our state from a serious outbreak of
Coronavirus
• Our leaders and their advisors who have, served
us well in protecting the lives of Tasmanians,
• And for limiting the loss of life.

The responsibilities of leadership have never been more evident than at this time in our
lives. We will take the opportunity to pray for Jacquie, and her fellow parliamentarians, for
wisdom of decisions as we move forward, as well as for other leaders around our nation as
the country continues to grapple with the Covid-19 pandemic.



You are welcome – there is room!

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP IN THE TAB

Church doors open at 9.30 am for a 10 am service.

You are welcome to join us in the Tabernacle any
Sunday you feel comfortable to do so. We
understand it may not be an easy decision, as
things are not as they were. Be assured that we
have procedures in place to ensure we are
complying with the Covid-19 guidelines.

PLEASE REMEMBER:

* If you are unwell, you are asked to stay home
* Social distancing still needs to be observed

* There will be communion this week, but not morning tea
* Handouts are reduced to communion only

* You are welcome to bring your own cushion
* More details can be found on Elvanto >>>

Kids’ Church continues, face-to-face this Sunday in the
Hall at Hobart Baptist. New procedures have been put in
place to comply with our Covid-19 safety plan.
Contact Tracy Ortiz (tracyortiz@yahoo.com) if you have
any questions.

CONGRATULATIONS SCOTT!

Calvin Christian School in Kingston, announced on Wednesday they have appointed
Scott Ambrose as their new principal.
Scott will commence in this role on 9 November this year. Congratulations Scott!

No doubt Southern Christian College will be very sad to see you go!



CHURCH MEMBERS’ MEETING

The Extraordinary Church Members’ Meeting is coming up, next Sunday 9 August,
11.30am at Church. Please note the change to time and format.
See Church Members Page for more details >>>

Prayer Point: Please pray for all involved with the building project, including the
Project Manager and the Treasurer. Please pray for wisdom and guidance and that all
the many details come together well.

GIVING – YOUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

At this time more than ever it is important to continue your ongoing commitment to
God’s work, in Hobart, Tasmania and beyond.
Your support is much appreciated.

Thank you to all who have been faithfully continuing with regular giving during the
current economic climate. Many have been using eft for some time now, but there are
others who have made the switch since we had to close our doors. Thank you.
Now that we are meeting in person again, the offering plate is available for your use as



you leave the sanctuary. (A change in the system due to Covid-19).

GIVE ONLINE HERE>>>

HBC Members – and Others!

Hobart Baptist Church would not exist without the support and
care of our official membership.

EXTRAORDINARY MEMBERS’ MEETING DATE

The date for this meeting is now Sunday 9 August,
at 11.30am in person at the Tab.

Please continue to pray for the building project and for those working on it. Pray that
the units will be completed as soon as possible and that all the loose ends will come
together well. It is a stressful time for many. Pray too for those preparing the
information for the meeting and that it will all come together well.

CHURCH MEMBERS’ MEETING OUTCOMES

The Church Members’ held on Sunday 21 June was well attended, and whilst the
Zoom platform was not ideal, it served us well thanks to everyone’s patience and
understanding.

The Senior Pastor’s and Secretary’s reports were received.

The Treasurer presented the Financial Statements for the nine month period, 1 July
2019 – 31 March 2020, which were received.

The draft budget for the upcoming financial year 1 July 2020 – 30 June 2021 was
also presented. The difficulty in preparing the budget was recognised and Peter was
thanked for his work during the current challenging times. The government support



at this time was explained and noted with appreciation. The budget was approved.

Background to the motion which was before the meeting regarding a loan to
finance the completion of the Building Project was presented and a healthy
discussion ensued.

The motion, to take out a loan to complete the building redevelopment, was
supported on the proviso that a full financial assessment for the 3 years of the loan
term, be presented to an Extraordinary Church Members’ Meeting prior to
approval being given to take out the loan.

Information will be forwarded in good time which will enable any questions to be
raised prior to the meeting.

Heather Galloway, Secretary

Members’ Meetings are held quarterly, and are open to members and non-
members alike. (Non-members are able to vote on most issues.)

The Members are led by the Deacons, who meet monthly.

HBC Diaconate
Chair: Scott Ambrose
Secretary: Heather Galloway
Assistant Secretary: Kaaren Stott
Treasurer: Peter Tattam
Assistant Treasurer: vacant
Ex-officio: Stephen Baxter
Ordinary Deacons: Celia Munro; Joanna Sinclair; Josh Lattimore; Moo Lay
Graham; David Needham

Social Justice Taskforce Monthly Bytes

Take on social justice in bite-sized chunks



elcome to the third “Monthly Byte” prepared by the
Tasmanian Baptist Social Justice Taskforce.

Each month there will be a “byte” addressing a critical social
justice issue in our society.

In July, our focus is on Faith and Climate Change.  Jeff McKinnon, from City
Baptist in Launceston, has provided some powerful information including data,
some great videos, prayers and some suggested actions.

First some background: Faith and Climate Change
God’s great love for his creation, including all living things, is made plain in
Psalm 104. The Bible is clear that in Christ, God is wondrously renewing his
creation (Romans 8:18-25) that eventually Jesus will establish his kingdom on
earth (Matthew 6:10).

Climate change has been politically controversial in Australia over recent
decades. The basic physics has not been scientifically controversial for over a
century. Although the climate has always changed over time, we are now
experiencing dangerous changes to the globe never previously experienced in
human history. Climate changes are rarely linear. Yet over decades the trends
are self-evident.

Changes include rapid average global surface temperature rises, acidification of
our oceans, a mass extinction event, the rapid melting of both the Arctic and
Antarctic ice sheets, sea level rise and the observable increase in the intensity
and frequency of extreme weather conditions. The key question for future
generations is whether humans can stabilise average temperatures below a
two-degree increase (based on pre-industrial levels) by AD2100.

Rapid changes at the personal, national and global levels are essential.
Changes at the personal, social and political levels must include moving away
from dependence on fossil fuel energy (having our net usage by 2050), near
elimination of all plastics and the protection of biodiversity both on land and
in our oceans. Fortunately, some businesses, governments and individuals are
taking bold steps. Tasmania and Australia will be particularly well positioned to
benefit from transitions if we can be ‘ahead of the curve’.

Videos
Here is a sample of short videos that could be used in services or small groups.
Alternatively the link could be distributed throughout your church via email, to be



watched at home.

For a quick introduction to faith and climate – from Christian Climate
Scientist Katharine Hayhoe Click HERE >>> or watch below:

➁➂➃
Katharine Hayhoe: Climate Change Evangelist

https://youtube.com/watch?v=T1eGJLqxxKQ

For a more detailed discussion of climate crisis and evangelical faith with
Christian Climate Scientist Katharine Hayhoe Click HERE >>> or watch
below:

➁➂➃
Climate Change: Faith and Fact

https://youtube.com/watch?v=iMJKkweZN6w



For information on how climate data is collected and what we need to do
about it from Aussie Christian Climate Scientist Mick Pope Click HERE
>>> or watch below:

➁➂➃
Climate Justice & Christian NVDA (Mick Pope)

https://youtube.com/watch?v=5TkBFqHRcDA

Eminent Christian atmospheric physicist, co-chair of IPPC assessments
and Nobel Peace Prize recipient, Sir John Houghton (who passed away in
April) outlining his book on climate change and describing the basic science
Click HERE >>> or watch below



➁➂➃
An Interview with Sir John Houghton on Global Warming:

The Complete Briefing (5th edition)
https://youtube.com/watch?v=Zx4rpnnzMZo

Action:  so what can we do?
Love without action is not love at all. 1 John 3:18.

1. Participate in a Bible Study using Scott Higgins’, A Beautiful World,
reframing our relationship to creation. You can download the digital
version (for free) or purchase a paper copy from A Just Cause
(Australian Baptist Ministries).

2. Research more about climate and solutions by reading (or explore on
YouTube):

Douglas & Jonathan Moo, Creation care, A Biblical Theology of the
Natural World, Zondervan, 2018.

Joseph Romm, Climate Change, What everyone needs to know, Oxford,
2018.

David Wallace-Wells, The Uninhabitable Earth, A story of the future, Allen
Lane, 2019.

Ross Garnaut, Super-Power, Australia’s low-carbon opportunity, Latrobe,
2020.

3. Undertake a free Environmental Audit of your church:

Click HERE for the Christian Ecology environmental audit. This can also



be accessed through the A Just Cause website (click on the Church
Audit Tool link).

4. Contact local member: Visit your local member, calling upon the
Australian Government to tell the truth about the climate emergency
and to urgently move to a just and timetabled transition away from
fossil fuels and plastics.

Should you require more information or wish to talk about this issue
you can email Jeff McKinnon, jeff@citybaptistchurch.net

Some Prayers . . .
Creator God, this earth is miraculous and beautiful. Forgive our
confusion and inaction as we confront the challenges of climate
change.

In the light of your truth, seen so clearly in the life and teaching of
Jesus, help us to re-examine ourselves and our lifestyle choices and
see clearly the implications of how we live on all that sustains life on
this earth.

May we follow your lead in caring for every aspect of this precious
world, which you made, and love.

We pray for world leaders to find new, just and radical agreements that
will protect our fragile world for future generations.

Throughout history you have moved people to do amazing things for
the sake of their neighbours. Inspire us now to work together, as your
people, to change priorities in the way we live, so that we build a fair
and safe world for all your creation; a world where your will is done as it
is in heaven. Amen.                               

Adapted from Churches Together in Britain and Ireland

Leader: We pray for people living with the effects of climate change.
For the sake of those facing rising temperatures, drought and water
shortages,

All: Creator God, in your mercy, renew this damaged world.

Leader: For the sake of those facing unpredictable weather, disrupted
seasons and failed crops,

All: Creator God, in your mercy, renew this damaged world.



Leader: For the sake of those facing flooding, land loss and
salination of vital water supplies,

All: Creator God, in your mercy, renew this damaged world.

Leader: For the sake of all those who fear the changing climate,

All: Creator God, in your mercy, renew this damaged world.

Leader: For the sake of the poor, the vulnerable, and the refugee

All: Creator God, in your mercy, renew this damaged world.

Leader: For the sake of us all,

All: Creator God, in your mercy, recreate our hearts that we might
partner with you to renew this damaged world

Leader: Father, we pray for you to raise up a generation of leaders
with the courage to take responsibility for our changing climate, and
the part we have played in it. We intercede for our politicians and
leaders. Move them to act in the best interests of all nations today,
and all peoples in the future, in order to avoid catastrophic changes.
God, we ask for a generation of leaders who will be willing to act
justly so that those who have contributed so little to the problems we
are facing, and have fewer resources with which to face it, are not
left to shoulder our burden. We ask You to fill the hearts of all who
lead rich nations. Give them your mercy and compassion on poor
countries already suffering the effects of a changing climate. Just as
they have been moved to cancel debt in the past, encourage them
also to release funds so that poor communities can adapt to the
effects of climate change, and develop cleanly. And inspire us,
Mighty God, to amend our lives for the sake of your Earth, your
climate, your people.

All: Lord, in your mercy, lead our leaders and us to truth and
transformation.

Adapted from The Sanctuary Centre
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Sunday August 02, 2020

Above: Tasmanian Baptist Pastors and Leaders met
last Tuesday at Riverlands, Longford for the annual
Mission Leadership Summit. Watch out for a report in
a few weeks in the ADVANCE | step by step >>>

DAY OF PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

with Churches across Tasmania

Please join with Tasmanian Baptists and other denominations in
praying today for our state in this COVID time.

We give thanks to God for:

Protecting our state from a serious outbreak of Coronavirus.

Our leaders and their advisors who have served us well in
protecting the lives of Tasmanians.

Limiting the loss of life.

We also ask God for:

Our leaders to persist in their wise leadership.

The ongoing protection of every person in Tasmania.

The other states of Australia who continue to battle this pandemic.

PRAYER FOR OUR CHURCH COMMUNITIES

The Point Baptist Church surely has one of the most unique
venues for their services of any church in Tasmania – the
Cormorant Café upstairs in Seahorse World on Inspection Head
Wharf, 200 Flinders Street, Beauty Point.



Pray for our five churches ‘under the Tiers’ – Perth,
Riverlands, Bracknell, Westbury and Deloraine – as they seek to
minister God’s love in their communities.

STAND SUNDAY (SEPTEMBER 13)

Supporting Foster and Kinship Families

Tasmanian Baptists are committed to supporting foster and
kinship caring across our state. Churches and pastors have now
received their Stand Sunday Kit. Stand Sunday celebrates
foster and kinship caring by Christian families. Use that Sunday
to celebrate those already fostering as well as those stepping
out.

Check out Francis Chan and his reflections on our role as
Christians to help the orphan:



➁➂➃
Francis Chan for Orphan Sunday

https://youtube.com/watch?v=SemUCkWzbVE

If you need further information contact Mary Dickins, Co-
ordinator of Fostering Hope: 6240 4834;
mary@fosteringhope.community.  Check out this video
about Fostering Hope:

Reflect: This is the true grace of God.
Stand fast in it.
1 Peter 5:12

Image Issues


