
A Word from Heather

Sunday August 16, 2020
This Sunday, August 16: Join us in the Tab for our 10am service , or if you are unable to make it,
tune in to the online service >>>

Many have returned to worshipping in the Tab, and are enjoying catching up in person.
Consequently the Online Service is only available by watching it on YouTube – Zoom Mingle has
been suspended for now at least. 

Please join us this week as Michael Henderson continues our sermon series, Light Work: Let
there be – Let it shine with a message from Matthew’s gospel: “You Are the Light”.

Today’s Bible reading: Matthew 5: 13-16

I trust that whether you join with others in the Tab for worship, or whether you watch the online
service, that you will be encouraged and grateful for the opportunity to worship in peaceful
surroundings.

Blessings,

Heather Galloway
HBC Secretary

Read the Connecter Online >>>
Download the Connecter basic PDF for August 16 >>>

GIVE TO HBC ONLINE>>>

http://hobartbaptist.org.au/2020/07/31/sunday-church-online-august-2020/
http://hobartbaptist.org.au/2020/08/02/light-work-sermon-series/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A+13-16&version=NIVUK
http://hobartbaptist.org.au/category/connecter/
http://hobartbaptist.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Connecter_20200807.pdf
http://hobartbaptist.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Christmas-2020-Poster.pdf
http://hobartbaptist.org.au/online-giving/


Sunday Church Online

Sunday 16 August, 2020

WELCOME TO CHURCH ONLINE

Psst! We are also meeting in-person from 10am at the Tab.

10:15AM SERVICE BEGINS ON YOUTUBE

Today’s Bible Reading: Matthew 5:13-16
Message: “You Are the Light” by Michael Henderson.

Click the blue button below to watch live from our YouTube channel:

Watch HERE. Weekly release: 10:15am Sunday

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A+13-16&version=NIVUK
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC16XtHIkJVcQo6A9LEdo6CQ


Church Family News

Units and carpark complete

Sunday August 16, 2020
Keeping you up to date…..

BUILDING DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

A milestone has been reached!

Stop Press: The units are complete! The final steps are
underway to enable the Contracts of Sales to be completed,
hopefully before the end of next month.

Click here to read latest Building Development News>>>

Work on upgrading our facilities will begin in earnest next week
and we should see lots of changes quite quickly. Exciting times!

There are however, still some challenges ahead. As shared over recent months, the finances for
the project have suffered as a result of COVID-19 and some other unexpected expenses.

To enable the church to complete the redevelopment and retain the last unit, it is necessary to take
out a loan and to contribute some church funds. There is still the possibility that the unit may need
to be sold.

See Church Members’ Page for more details>>>

If you would like to assist in some way, we would love to hear from you!

Prayer Point: Please continue to pray for all involved in the project. Pray that the final steps
towards handover of the units go smoothly, and that settlement of contracts of sale are finalised as
soon as possible. 
Please pray that God will guide and comfort those who have decisions to make and those for
whom the burden of responsibility is heavy.

http://hobartbaptist.org.au/?p=22472
http://hobartbaptist.org.au/2020/08/07/hbc-members-and-others/


JOIN US FOR WORSHIP IN THE TAB

Church doors open at 9.30 am for a 10 am service.

Many people are now choosing to return to the Tab for worship at our 10am service. Kids’ Church
is also running on Sunday morning.

We are continuing the Online service, which was developed
out of necessity. Those who have been reconnected by it,
and those wishing to continue in the security of their own
home for now, can still watch the service on YouTube.
(Please note: Zoom will not be continuing, for the moment at
least.)

Technology has been embraced and used by many groups
since the COVID-19 lockdown. This includes the Karen
Community who are working towards returning to the Tab for
their services next month. Church With No Walls are happily
continuing with their alternate arrangements until the building redevelopment is complete.

We have worked hard to put procedures in place to help
make the return to worshipping in person as safe as possible.
A reminder that we are responsible not only for our own
health, but also for the health of those around us. Our actions
affect others, and the situation in Melbourne helps us

remember that.

WHEN WE ARE TOGETHER PLEASE REMEMBER:

* If you are unwell, you are asked to stay home
*Please use hand sanitiser when you arrive and before you leave

*Please sit in designated rows, allowing for others who come after you
*Family members may sit close together, but

* Social distancing of 1.5m needs to be observed at all times, including when seated,
talking to each other and when leaving.

* You are welcome to bring your own cushion
* More details can be found on Elvanto >>>

https://hb.elvanto.com.au/


Aaron and his big sister

INFANT DEDICATION SERVICE

Last Sunday Rebecca Joy brought baby Aaron before the Lord with
grateful thanks to God for the blessing of a son.

As Stephen prayed for Aaron, his parents and big sister Fiona, many
came forward in support of this family. The church congregation stood
in an act of commitment: acknowledging the shared responsibility that
a church family has to support the parents and to help Aaron to know
God.

SENIOR PASTOR ON LEAVE

A reminder that Stephen and Jenny Baxter are taking a well
earned mini-break for two weeks, from the 13 – 27 August.
They will return to church on Sunday 30 August.

I am sure you will join with me in wishing them a very relaxing
and refreshing break away in this beautiful state that we are
blessed to live in.

In the Senior Pastor’s absence, please contact the Secretary,
Heather Galloway, who will endeavour to point you in the right

direction. secretary@hobartbaptist.org.au or Mob 0427 974 073.

LIGHT WORK

Let there be | Let it shine

Christmas in Winter reminded us of the hope that the
newborn baby Jesus brought into the world, and how he can
help us and support us out of the dark times in our lives,
including COVID-19. In a natural progression, the sermon
series for August will explore many aspects of the Light. 
Click here to find out more >>>

http://hobartbaptist.org.au/2020/08/07/light-work-sermon-series/


SAVE THE DATE

Tuesday 22 September, 6pm.

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to go
on the journey of becoming a Foster Carer? 
Questions about kids in need in our community? 

Come and join us at 6pm on Tuesday September
22 for a Movie Night as we watch the recent
Hollywood movie “Instant Family” starring Rose
Byrne and Mark Wahlberg.  This heartfelt comedy is based on the real story of director and co-
writer Sean Anders’ personal experience of adopting three children out of the foster care system
with his wife, Beth.  The evening will begin with a short information session about Foster Care in
Tasmania with Baptcare, followed by a viewing of “Instant Family”. 

Entry is FREE but registration is required via the following:

Movie Night Registration

ALPHA MARRIAGE COURSE COMING UP

An advance notice for an upcoming Alpha Course at HBC. It
is a seven week course which at this stage is planned to
kick off the first week after the school holidays.

The Marriage Course is for couples who are seeking to
strengthen their relationship. Some couples do the course to
intentionally invest in their relationship, others are looking to
address more specific challenges. Either way, the course offers essential tools and practical ideas
to help you build a relationship that lasts a lifetime. 

The Marriage Course is based on Christian principles but designed for all couples with or without a
church background. You can find out more by clicking the link below, or watching the video.

Experience the marriage course >>>

https://tithe.ly/event-registration/#/2281330
https://youtu.be/pQHM8hFQdfw


BOYS’ BRIGADE

Boys’ Brigade meet on Fridays from 5:30-7:30pm, with a
change in venue. Due to the building works at HBC, they are
now meeting at the Hobart City Church of Christ, 8
Goulburn St, Hobart for the remainder of this term.  Access
to the venue will be via the Goulburn St entrance.  There is
plenty of street parking after 6pm but you can use the 24-
hour carpark briefly for drop off prior to that.  

The remaining meeting dates for Term 3 are: 
August 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th and September 11th and 18th.

KIDS’ CHURCH

Kids’ Church continues, face-to-face this Sunday in the Hall at
Hobart Baptist. New procedures have been put in place to
comply with our COVID-19 safety plan. 
Contact Tracy Ortiz (tracyortiz@yahoo.com) if you have any
questions.

Jon and Vicky's story
https://youtube.com/watch?v=_PBDGse7hzs

http://hobartbaptist.org.au/tracyortiz@yahoo.com
https://youtube.com/watch?v=_PBDGse7hzs


CHURCH MEMBERS’ MEETING

The Extraordinary Church Members’ Meeting held last Sunday 9 August, voted in favour of the
motion that was before the meeting. You have already had snippets of information from that
meeting, and a full report on the meeting outcomes can be found on the Church Members Page
>>>

GIVING – YOUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

At this time more than ever it is important to continue your ongoing commitment to God’s work, in
Hobart, Tasmania and beyond. 
Your support is much appreciated.

Thank you to all who have been faithfully continuing with regular giving during the current
economic climate. Many have been using EFT for some time now, but there are others who have
made the switch since we had to close our doors. Thank you.

Now that we are meeting in person again, the offering plate is available for your use as you leave
the sanctuary. (A change in the system due to COVID-19).

Give Online Here>>>

http://hobartbaptist.org.au/2020/08/07/hbc-members-and-others/
http://hobartbaptist.org.au/online-giving/


HBC Members – and Others!

Hobart Baptist Church would not exist without the support and 
care of our official membership.

EXTRAORDINARY MEMBERS’ MEETING OUTCOMES

At the meeting last Sunday, 9 August 2020, the Senior Pastor recapped the vision behind the
building redevelopment and the Secretary presented the following motion on behalf of the
Deacons.

This Meeting agrees to the church retaining unit No. 16, in the short term, with a review to take
place after 2 years, to determine the long term viability of doing so. To enable the building project
to be completed the meeting authorises the Diaconate to take out a loan of up to $420,000 from
the CBA, (the loan to be interest only, and for a period of 3 years), with the unit to be used as
security. In addition, the church is to contribute an amount of up to $150,000 from our funds.
The following amendment was moved and accepted: A review and report to members to take place
annually.

Voting was by ballot. The amended motion was passed 23/3.

As the project is nearing completion, we will soon be able to see what we have been working
towards. A very exciting time!

However, the overrun on the budget unfortunately brings us to the point where there is tension
between getting the job completed, retaining some equity in the units, and ensuring that the church
is still able to pay day to day costs.  As stated at the meeting, this is not the position we had hoped
to be in, and it does feel uncomfortable.

Rental from the property will be used to fund the loan interest payments, and any surplus funds to
be used to reduce the loan.

Prior to the meeting all predictable expenses were taken into account but it was also noted that
financial unknowns could occur which would mean that we will not be able to retain the unit even in
the short term.



Although the burden of responsibility falls heavily on a few, it is important to remember that we are
in it together. Any offers of support, in terms of expertise, or financial assistance – short or long
term loan, donation or pledge to reduce our financial burden, would be very welcome.  

One member suggested that there may be others in the church who might be in a position to do as
they had done: to give now, what they may otherwise have left to the church in their will.
Fundraising is something that was ticking away quietly until COVID-19 came along and put a stop
to it! Perhaps now is the time to resume some suitable fundraising.

Please pray for wisdom in decision making in relation to the project and for peace of mind for those
with responsibilities.

Heather Galloway, Secretary

Members’ Meetings are held quarterly, and are open to members and non-members alike. (Non-
members are able to vote on most issues.)

The Members are led by the Deacons, who meet monthly.

HBC Diaconate
Chair: Scott Ambrose
Secretary: Heather Galloway
Assistant Secretary: Kaaren Stott
Treasurer: Peter Tattam
Assistant Treasurer: vacant
Ex-officio: Stephen Baxter
Ordinary Deacons: Celia Munro; Joanna Sinclair; Josh Lattimore; Moo Lay Graham; David
Needham



August Sermon Series

August 2 – 25, 2020

LIGHT WORK

LET THERE BE | LET IT SHINE

This series comes just after celebrating Christmas in Winter. We will explore the nature of God and
what it means for us to be the image of God in the world. We will focus in on God as creator and
Jesus as life, and what it means for us as image bearers and the call to be light and to walk in the
light.

SUNDAY AUGUST 2 – LET THERE BE LIGHT

Preacher: Stephen Baxter.

From Genesis 1: 1-5, we introduce the series and the significance of the “light” metaphor. God is
the creator, the source of life and all that is good.

The entire service is available, below. It runs for 33 minutes.

To watch the sermon only, please note it runs from 10:15 to 24:40.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A+1-5&version=NIVUK


SUNDAY AUGUST 9 – I AM THE LIGHT

Preacher: Jo Sinclair

From John 1:1-18 and/or John 8:12-30, we focus on Jesus, his identity and purpose. Jesus is the
light of the world and brought God’s light close for us all to see and know.

Th entire service is 31:16 minutes. To watch the sermon only, skip through to 13:22.

HBC Online Service August 02 2020
https://youtube.com/watch?v=Rpeizer9v8k

HBC Online Service August 9 2020
https://youtube.com/watch?v=g3rVtxbpnwQ

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-18&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+John+8%3A12-30&version=NIVUK
https://youtube.com/watch?v=Rpeizer9v8k
https://youtube.com/watch?v=g3rVtxbpnwQ


SUNDAY AUGUST 16 – YOU ARE THE LIGHT

Preacher: Michael Henderson

From Matthew 5:13-16, we look at the call to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world.
What does it mean for us to live in righteousness and justice before the world, not for our sakes,
but to glorify God?

SUNDAY AUGUST 23 – LIVING IN THE LIGHT

Preacher: Liam Conway

From Ephesians 5:8-15, we explore the call to discipleship. Light is not an end unto itself but
serves to make visible what is true and real.

SUNDAY AUGUST 30 – WALKING IN THE LIGHT

Preacher: Scott Ambrose

From 1 John 1:5-2:2, we explore how walking in the light does not eliminate sin from our lives, but
brings both the awareness of sin and the acknowledgement of God’s forgiveness, because Jesus
died “for the sins of the whole world”.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A13-16&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+5%3A8-15&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+1%3A5-2%3A2&version=NIVUK


Latest Building Development News

10 August 2020
The cleaners are in and the builder is rectifying defects in readiness for handover of Stage 2 of the
development!!

The end of the units’ construction is finally in sight – I am advised that the final touches and

connections will be completed by Saturday, 15th August.

The water supply assembly adjacent the Elizabeth Street footpath has finally been completed in
readiness for the caged housing, the NBN connections are well advanced and the Carpark sealing,
parking bay line-marking and the installation of wheel stops is complete.

Processes to facilitate Strata Titling and By-Laws for the setting up of the Body Corporate have
commenced. Once these are completed application will be made for Certificates of Occupancy. It is

hoped that Contracts of Sale will be completed by 30th September so that the cash will flow into
our coffers soon after and this will then pay off the loan with BFS. This will be a huge relief as the
mounting interest is a considerable impost.

It has been a long and, on many occasions, a frustrating process but another milestone will have
been achieved.

I am waiting for final costings of the re-design of Stage 3 works to be able to finalise the finances.
The Builder has been very reasonable in the past and it is hoped that he will continue in that vein.

The builder continues with work on parts of Stage 3 and works are well under way. The steelwork
is in place for the construction of the Mezzanine Level and the concrete floor has been poured in
the old laneway between the Church and the Soundy Building. Works should continue in earnest
on Stage 3 next week.

Antal Hanke – Project Manager



A L-4 Unit nearing completion

Carpark sealing in progress

The Troublesome Water Supply Assembly

The NBN and Fire Boards underway



Mezzanine Steelwork – Upper Hall

Concrete in the old Laneway

Earlier updates available here >>>

http://hobartbaptist.org.au/2019/01/01/hbc-redevelopment/


Tasmanian Baptists News & Prayer

Sunday August 16, 2020
Above: This week it is Prayer Sunday for the Asia Pacific Baptist Federation.

Did you know that Australian Baptists are part of the Asia Pacific Baptist Federation
(APBF)?

PRAYER FOR THAILAND AND KAREN BAPTISTS

For the unity of Christian organizations in Thailand;

That Christians leaders will humble themselves before the Lord and listen to His voice;

For God’s protection for His churches all around the world.

PRAYER FOR NEPALI BAPTISTS

For the NBCC leadership team, all the staff of NBCC’s departments and provinces, local Baptist
Churches Pastor, deacons, youth leaders, women leaders, elder people, sick people and all
believer’s good health and spiritual growth and maturity life;

To stop as soon as possible the effect of the COVID-19 Coronavirus from the world;

For Nepali Christians who are living witnesses for Christ following the Nepali government passing
the anti-conversion rule in Nepal to stop Christian activities.

PRAYER FOR JAPANESE BAPTISTS

For Japanese Baptists as Coronavirus continues to increase in cities like Tokyo. Pray for
containment that it will not spread to other Prefectures;

For the US Military Base in Okinawa where a total of 99 cases were reported at five facilities in
Okinawa Prefecture over the last week through Tuesday;

For wisdom and creativity to hold worship services as some churches are beginning to re-open;



For wisdom that Christians will be able to share the gospel amidst this pandemic crisis;

For Okinawa Baptists:  for human resource development; church growth and church planting; and
for vision and passion for World Mission.

For Japan where the public look at any organised religion with suspicion due to problematic cult
groups like Aum Shinrikyo etc.  For continual faithful witness of Christ in Japan.

PRAYER FOR AUSTRALIAN BAPTISTS

For the Lord’s special protection for Australia’s First Nation People from COVID-19, especially in
remote areas;

For wisdom for our National and State leaders as they seek to reduce the impact of COVID-19;

For opportunities for our local churches to share the good news in word and deed at this time of
great uncertainty.

PRAYER FOR INDIAN BAPTISTS

For Indian Baptists as Asia Times News headlines the surge of infections in India as ‘India drifts
rudderless as COVID-19 worsens. India is now the third largest infected country in the world
following the USA and Brazil. The pandemic is spreading to other cities and towns, and lockdown
is being reimposed in some areas although big cities like Mumbai and Delhi are the worst hit.
There is fear that infections are higher than official figures report. News reports the situation in
Delhi is “absolutely bad” but also are the pandemic-related effects upon the migrant laborers.
Millions have lost their jobs due to months of lockdown. People, and families are committing
suicide.

For Churches, Pastors, Christian Leaders who need wisdom to wade through this troubled time
and most importantly, how to minister to the needs of the poor and the hungry while keep safe and
protected from the Coronavirus.

Click here for your APBF Sunday Prayer Notes >>>

Reflect: Yet at present we do not see everything subject to
Hebrews 2:8

https://www.tasbaptists.org.au/clients/tasbaptists/downloads/apbf_sunday_power_of_praying_together__2020.pdf

