
A Word from Heather

Sunday August 30, 2020
You are welcome to join us in the Tab for our 10am service , or if you are unable to make it, tune
in to the online service >>> from 10.15am.

This week Scott Ambrose concludes our
sermon series:
Light Work: Let there be – Let it shine
It will be a message from John’s gospel
entitled: “Walking in the Light”.

Today’s Bible reading: 1 John 1:5-2:2

Whether you worship in-person at the Tab or at home online, I trust that as you hear God’s word
read, join together in prayer and song and listen the message, you will be encouraged and
uplifted.

Blessings,

Heather Galloway
HBC Secretary

Read the Connecter Online >>>
Download the Connecter basic PDF for August 30 >>>

GIVE TO HBC ONLINE>>>

Sunday Church Online

Sunday 30 August, 2020

WELCOME TO CHURCH ONLINE!

Psst! We are also meeting in-person from 10am at the Tab.

10:15AM SERVICE BEGINS ON YOUTUBE

Today’s Bible Reading: 1 John 1:5-2:2
Message: “Walking in the Light” by Scott Ambrose.

Click the blue button below to watch live from our YouTube channel:

Watch HERE. Weekly release: 10:15am Sunday



Church Family News

Sunday August 30, 2020
Keeping you up to date…..

Stephen and Jenny Baxter are back in church with us on
Sunday following their short holiday over the past two
weeks. I trust that it has been an opportunity for them to
rest well and enjoy time together in our beautiful state.

You are welcome to join us for our 10am service in the Tab
as we come together to worship, hear the word,
encourage one another and give thanks for Jesus, the
Light of the World.

Alternatively, the Online service, continues to be available on YouTube. (Please note: Zoom
will not be continuing, for the moment at least.)

Kids Church is on in the hall during the service, please remember to sign your children in and
collect them afterwards.

Prayer Point: Please continue to pray for one another, particularly those who have been
unwell, receiving treatment, or simply just struggling at the moment. Pray too for those who
care for or support loved ones and others in their time of need.

COMING UP IN SEPTEMBER

Units viewed from next door

In this series we look at some of the stories of Jesus and explore what it means for us to
reach out in friendship, love, care and compassion to others.

In the latter half of the month we will be hearing about some practical applications of how
we can be like Jesus, loving and caring for others as he did.

We will hear from Mary Dickins who will share with us the work of Baptcare in Tasmania in
relation to Foster Care. This will be followed up by an Information session and Movie
Night. See below for more details.

BUILDING REDEVELOPMENT

The units are complete and the final steps are underway
to enable the Contracts of Sales to be completed,
hopefully before the end of next month.

The builders are continuing on with the upgrade of our
facilities which is the part we have been looking forward
to. There will undoubtedly be some inconveniences
during this time, please bear with us. Renovations can
be even more challenging than new builds, so please
pray for all those involved with this part of the project. The final stages of any building
project can bring their own stresses, which is certainly proving to be the case for us.

Prayer Points:

Please pray that God will guide and comfort those for whom the burden of responsibility is
particularly heavy at this time,

Pray that the final steps towards handover of the units will go smoothly, so that the sale of
units can be finalised as soon as possible.

Pray that the work on upgrading our facilities will be carried out with care and the old and
new will come together well.

COVID-19 REMINDERS

In Tasmania at the present time we are fairing well and most people are able to go about
their day to day lives with a fair degree of confidence. It is however important to remember
that the situation can change very quickly, and therefore we must continue to reinforce good



Foster Care Info Session and Movie Night

practices so they become second nature to protect the community in the weeks and
months ahead. Thank you for your assistance with this.

WHEN WE ARE TOGETHER PLEASE REMEMBER:

* If you are unwell, you are asked to stay home
*Please use hand sanitiser when you arrive and before you leave

*Please sit in designated rows, allowing for others who come after you
*Family members may sit close together, but

* Social distancing of 1.5m needs to be observed at all times
* You are welcome to bring your own cushion
* More details can be found on Elvanto >>>

SAVE THE DATE

Monday 21 September, 6pm.
Wellspring Anglican Church, cnr Lord and
Grosvenor Streets, Sandy Bay.

Have you ever wondered what it would be
like to go on the journey of becoming a
Foster Carer?  Do you have questions about
kids in need in our community? 

Come and join us at 6pm on Monday
September 21 for a Movie Night as we watch the recent Hollywood movie “Instant
Family” starring Rose Byrne and Mark Wahlberg.  This heartfelt comedy is based on the
real story of director and co-writer Sean Anders’ personal experience of adopting three
children out of the foster care system with his wife, Beth.  The evening will begin with a
short information session about Foster Care in Tasmania with Baptcare, followed by a
viewing of “Instant Family”. 

Entry is FREE but registration is required via the following:

Movie Night Registration >>>

ALPHA MARRIAGE COURSE COMING UP

An advance notice for an upcoming Alpha Course at HBC. It is a seven week course

which at this stage is planned to kick off the first
week after the school holidays.

The Marriage Course is for couples who are
seeking to strengthen their relationship. Some
couples do the course to intentionally invest in their
relationship, others are looking to address more
specific challenges. Either way, the course offers essential tools and practical ideas to
help you build a relationship that lasts a lifetime. 

The Marriage Course is based on Christian principles but designed for all couples with
or without a church background. You can find out more by clicking the link below, or
watching the video.

Experience the marriage course >>>

BOYS’ BRIGADE

Boys’ Brigade meet on Fridays from 5:30-7:30pm, with a change in venue. Due to the
building works at HBC, they are now meeting at the Hobart City Church of Christ, 8
Goulburn St, Hobart for the remainder of this term.  Access to the venue will be via the
Goulburn St entrance.  There is plenty of street parking after 6pm but you can use the
24-hour carpark briefly for drop off prior to that.  

Jon and Vicky's story
https://youtube.com/watch?v=_PBDGse7hzs



The remaining meeting dates for Term 3 are:
August 28th, September 11th and 18th.

KIDS’ CHURCH

Kids’ Church
continues, face-
to-face this Sunday in the Hall at Hobart Baptist.
New procedures have been put in place to comply
with our COVID-19 safety plan.
Contact Tracy Ortiz (tracyortiz@yahoo.com) if you
have any questions.

CHURCH MEMBERS’ MEETING

Please refer to the Church Members’ Page if you would like to be informed on the
decisions that were made recently to do with the building project. You will find the
outcomes from the Extraordinary Church Members’ Meeting held on Sunday 9
August, and some suggestions as to how you might be able to assist the church at
this time.

GIVING – YOUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

At this time more than ever it is important to continue your ongoing commitment to
God’s work, in Hobart, Tasmania and beyond.
Your support is much appreciated.

Thank you to all who have been faithfully continuing with regular giving during the
current economic climate. Many have been using EFT for some time now, but
there are others who have made the switch since we had to close our doors.
Thank you.

Now that we are meeting in person again, the offering plate is available for your
use as you leave the sanctuary. (A change in the system due to COVID-19).

Give Online Here>>>



August Sermon Series

August 2 – 30, 2020

LIGHT WORK

LET THERE BE | LET IT SHINE

This series comes just after celebrating Christmas in Winter. We will explore the
nature of God and what it means for us to be the image of God in the world. We
will focus in on God as creator and Jesus as life, and what it means for us as
image bearers and the call to be light and to walk in the light.

SUNDAY AUGUST 2 – LET THERE BE LIGHT

Preacher: Stephen Baxter.

From Genesis 1: 1-5, we introduce the series and the significance of the “light”
metaphor. God is the creator, the source of life and all that is good.

The entire service is available, below. It runs for 33 minutes.

To watch the sermon only, please note it runs from 10:15 to 24:40.

SUNDAY AUGUST 9 – I AM THE LIGHT

Preacher: Jo Sinclair

From John 1:1-18 and/or John 8:12-30, we focus on Jesus, his identity and
purpose. Jesus is the light of the world and brought God’s light close for us all
to see and know.

Th entire service is 31:16 minutes. To watch the sermon only, skip through to
13:22.

HBC Online Service August 02 2020
https://youtube.com/watch?v=Rpeizer9v8k



SUNDAY AUGUST 16 – YOU ARE THE LIGHT

Preacher: Michael Henderson

From Matthew 5:13-16, we look at the call to be the salt of the earth and the
light of the world. What does it mean for us to live in righteousness and
justice before the world, not for our sakes, but to glorify God?

The entire service is 33:24 minutes. To listen to the sermon, skip through to
10:25.

HBC Online Service August 9 2020
https://youtube.com/watch?v=g3rVtxbpnwQ

SUNDAY AUGUST 23 – LIVING IN THE LIGHT

Preacher: Liam Conway

From Ephesians 5:8-15, we explore the call to discipleship. Light is not an
end unto itself but serves to make visible what is true and real.

The entire service is 27:10 minutes. However, you could skip ahead to
watch the sermon, beginning at 9:39.

HBC Online Service August 16
https://youtube.com/watch?v=GUzwTZlbLJc

HBC Online Service August 23
https://youtube.com/watch?v=wm-F2ij8F4o



SUNDAY AUGUST 30 – WALKING IN THE LIGHT

Preacher: Scott Ambrose

From 1 John 1:5-2:2, we explore how walking in the light does not
eliminate sin from our lives, but brings both the awareness of sin and
the acknowledgement of God’s forgiveness, because Jesus died “for
the sins of the whole world”.

Tasmanian Baptists News & Prayer

Sunday August 30, 2020

ABOVE: Please pray for our Leadership development
Coordinators: Michael Henderson and Jenna Blackwell

(Youth and Young Adults).

PRAYER FOR TASMANIAN BAPTIST EVENTS, PASTORS
AND MINISTRY

Christian musician and speaker Peter Shurley will be performing this
weekend

When: Sunday 30 August @ 5pm

Where: Cormorant Café above Seahorse World, on the wharf,
Flinders St, Beauty Point

Generations Conversations will be an online chat for teenagers and
young adults with Jenna Blackwell.  Jenna would love to hear young
people’s ideas on ‘What could the church look like’?

When: Sunday 13 September @ 7pm

Contact: To express interest or to find out more contact Jenna:  0488
330 390, jenna@tasbaptists.org.au

Pastor Paul Dare (recently at Newstead Baptist) is running
fortnightly services in the community hall at Levendale in southern
Tasmania. Each month one service is a ‘messy church’ service.

City Baptist Church has commenced a conversation with the Nepali
fellowship that meets on their property, with a view towards merging
in the future.

Please pray for retired Global Interaction missionary and Tasmanian



Baptist Pastor Ivan Jordan and his wife Verl. Ivan is now full-time
carer for Verl after she had a stroke last New Year’s Eve. She is
not too badly affected physically but is unable to read even though
her eyesight is still quite good.

Reflect: The promise of entering his
rest still stands … we who have
believed enter that rest.
Hebrews 4: 1, 3

Social Justice Taskforce Monthly Bytes

Take on social justice in bite-sized
chunks

elcome to the fourth “Monthly Byte” prepared
by the Tasmanian Baptist Social Justice
Taskforce.

Each month there will be a “byte” addressing
a critical social justice issue in our society.

In August, our focus is on Homelessness.  Joanna Sinclair, from
Hobart Baptist Church, has provided some powerful information
including data, some great videos, prayers and some suggested
actions.

First some background: Homelessness in
Tasmania
Here is some information from Shelter Tas – the peak body
housing and homelessness in Tasmania:

Who Can Become Homeless?

Homelessness can affect any member of the Tasmanian
community, including the very young or elderly, families and
single people, Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people,
people with a disability and people from culturally diverse
backgrounds.

What is Homelessness?

The most commonly accepted definition of homelessness
comprises of three categories.

Primary homelessness is experienced by people without
conventional accommodation (e.g. sleeping rough or in
improvised dwellings, including tents).



Secondary homelessness is experienced by people who
frequently move from one temporary shelter to another (e.g.
emergency accommodation, youth refuge/shelter, “couch-
surfing”).

Tertiary homelessness is experienced by people staying in
accommodation that falls below minimum community
standards (e.g. boarding houses and caravan parks).

The Effects of Homelessness

Homelessness can result in great social and economic cost to
the individual and to the community. It creates great instability,
leaves people vulnerable to chronic unemployment, ill health
and limits their capacity to participate in the social and
economic life of the community. People experiencing
homelessness are often living without basic human rights
being met.

Demographics in Tasmania

The data from the 2016 census shows that the total number of
people experiencing homelessness was 1,622 (an increase
from 1,145 in 2006 and 1,537 in 2011). The regional
breakdown shows greater Hobart and the South East had
the highest proportion, 57%; Launceston and the North East
had 23% and the West and North West coast areas a very
similar 20%.

Age Distribution

On census night in 2016, the majority of people experiencing
homelessness in Tasmania were aged under 44 years old.
Young people aged 12 to 24 comprised one quarter of all
Tasmanian people experiencing homelessness (25%).

Sector Distribution

The majority of Tasmania’s 1,622 people experiencing
homelessness were living in supported accommodation
(35%) or staying temporarily with other households (30%) on
census night in 2016. The remainder were in severely
overcrowded dwellings (17%), staying in boarding houses
(8%) or rough sleeping; that is, in improvised dwellings, tents
or sleeping out (8%).

Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people

Preliminary data from the 2016 Census showed there were
23,572 people who identified as an Aboriginal and/or Torres
Strait Islander in Tasmania. This represented 4.6% of
Tasmania’s population of 509,965.   In 2016, 8% (130) of all
people experiencing homelessness identified as Aboriginal
and/or Torres Strait Islander.  ASTI Tasmanians were
overrepresented in all sections of the population of people
experiencing homelessness in Tasmania.

Specialist Homelessness Services

Specialist Homelessness Services (SHS) in Tasmania
provide housing and accommodation. This includes
immediate emergency accommodation (including shelters),
supervised accommodation and placement support services
for young people and transitional support services for people
experiencing homelessness to (re)establish themselves in
independent living. These services also provide information
and advice, advocacy and financial supports.

The service most requested and unavailable is
consistently short term accommodation.

Videos
Here is a sample of short videos that could be used in
services or small groups. Alternatively the link could be
distributed throughout your church via email, to be watched
at home.

Colony 47 has prepared a soundscape of stories from
people experiencing homelessness in Tasmania:



CLICK HERE for some images for social media prepared
by Colony 47 for Homelessness week.

Orange Sky Australia is helping to positively connect
people experiencing homelessness through free laundry,
showers and conversation.

Homelessness Week 2020 – Colony 47
Soundscape

https://youtube.com/watch?v=APn6MCjvtc0

Orange Sky Origin
Story
from Orange Sky Australia

Safe Night Space is a pilot program to help people
experiencing homelessness in Hobart. A place for
people to rest, seek informal support and connect to
formal support services.  CLICK HERE for more
information.

Action:  so what can we do?
Love without action is not love at all. 1 John 3:18.

1. Find out about homelessness and homeless

OSA Kind of
Day_updated May
2018
from Orange Sky Australia

Safe Night Space - Mick
https://youtube.com/watch?v=aHvToroZ4DQ



services:

Shelter Tas – the peak body for housing and
homelessness in Tasmania: 

Housing Connect – Free call – 24hrs – 1800 800
588.  Provides case management support for people
experiencing housing stress, needing emergency
accommodation, rent or bond assistance.  In
southern Tasmania, Housing Connect is a
collaboration between 5 agencies (Anglicare, Hobart
City Mission, Salvation Army and Colony 47).

Find Help Tasmania – provides up to date
information on food, shower and recreation programs
and services.

2. Volunteer or donate

Where is your local homeless shelter? What needs
do they have?  Is there an Orange Sky Australia
location near you or could your church host one? 
Consider offering your time or sharing your
resources.

3. Contact your local member:

Homelessness will end when everyone has access
to appropriate, affordable and secure housing,
along with the support needed to help people
stay housed. Housing ends homelessness.  Shelter
Tas has outlined some key areas where action can
be taken at a national and state level to address
homelessness  – why not have a conversation with
your local member about the following:   

• A National Affordable Housing Strategy to
increase the supply of affordable and social housing

• Strengthening the Tasmanian Affordable Housing
Strategy and Action Plans with a target of 10% of all
dwellings to be social and affordable housing

• Increased investment in Tasmania’s
homelessness and crisis accommodation support

• Increased resources to ensure housing and
support for Tasmania’s young people at risk

• Raising the rates of government income
support for low income households

• Making affordable housing a priority in
Tasmania’s planning system.

Should you require more information or wish to talk
about this issue you can email Joanna Sinclair,
jo_incognito@yahoo.com.au

Some Prayers . . .
Heavenly Father. My neighbour has nowhere to call
home: help me be aware. My neighbour needs love
and community: help me be active. My neighbour is
crying out for justice: help me be adamant …to see
an end to homelessness.

Amen

Hear our prayer today for all women and men, boys
and girls who are homeless this day.

For those sleeping under bridges, on park
benches, in doorways or bus stations.

For those who can only find shelter for the night but
must wander in the daytime.

For families broken because they could not afford
to pay the rent.

For those who have no relatives or friends who can
take them in.

For those who have no place to keep possessions
that remind them who they are.

For those who are afraid and hopeless.

For those who have been let down by our social
safety net.

For all these people, we pray that you will provide
shelter, security and hope. We pray that those of us



with warm houses not be lulled into complacency
and forgetfulness.

Jesus, help us to see your face in the eyes of
every homeless person we meet so that we may
be empowered through word and deed, and
through all the means we have, to bring justice
and peace to those who are homeless.

Amen

Almighty God, who loves all His children and is a
home to those who are in any need or trouble;
inspire your Church with the spirit of Christ’s
love, empower us to battle the scourge of
homelessness, and help us to live as one with
one another; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, ever world without end. Amen

O God of Mercy: We hear the persistent call to
feed the hungry and find shelter for the
homeless. Stir our hearts to move more deeply in
our walk with Jesus. Help us answer the
question, “Why do we feel comfortable living
beyond our needs when others do not have their
basic needs met?” Help us not be hypocrites of
lip service but the disciples of action. Keep our
hearts soft enough to keep hearing the cry of the
hungry and the homeless.

Amen

From the Bethany Christian Trust

Lord our God,

You who so mysteriously call upon us

to share in the sufferings of Christ,

fill our hearts with compassion

for those who lack the warmth of a home.

We commend to you in prayer this day

all men, women and children

who suffer because they have no shelter;

those who sleep in our streets and public
spaces,

who have nowhere safe to lay their heads,

and who wander from place to place as a way
of life.

We pray for broken families who cannot pay
the rent,

for those who are lost and abandoned,

for those on the streets whose minds

have been touched by illness

or whose bodies are sorely affected by
disabilities.

We ask that your merciful Grace be poured out

upon those with addictions,

those who have given up

in the face of enormous tribulations,

and those driven into a homeless life

by crushing poverty.

God of Compassion, your love for us is
revealed

in your beloved son Jesus,

who was born into homelessness,

lived with nowhere to lay his head,

and died for us in agony on the cross.

Inspire us to act in justice,

by all means at our disposal, to right the
wrongs

of peoples who are suffering

the deprivations of homelessness,



and to see in them the dignity of a brother
and sister

redeemed by Jesus Christ.

Let us have the commitment,

as people of the Gospel, to be ever mindful

of our obligations we have

to the poor and marginalised,

to work in your name, O God,

to turn sorrow into joy

and to bring all those who live in darkness

into your own wonderful light.

Amen

From the Office of the Australian Catholic
Social Justice Council

Featured image: Photo from ShelterTas
2020 Homelessness Week Fact Sheet

Image Issues
The images listed below are being resized to
fit a container. To avoid serving oversized or
blurry images, try to match the images to
their container sizes.

Undersized
1 0 x 0px 13 × 13px
This image is too small for its container.
Adjust the image dimensions to 13 x 13px
for optimal results.
2 0 x 0px 13 × 13px
This image is too small for its container.
Adjust the image dimensions to 13 x 13px
for optimal results.
3 0 x 0px 13 × 13px
This image is too small for its container.
Adjust the image dimensions to 13 x 13px
for optimal results.
4 0 x 0px 13 × 13px
This image is too small for its container.
Adjust the image dimensions to 13 x 13px
for optimal results.


