
A Word from Heather

Sunday December 13, 2020

Hello! It’s good to be in touch with you.

YOU ARE WELCOME to attend this week’s 10am service in the Tab.

It’s a special day as we celebrate the 71st Empty Christmas Tree, PLUS participate in some

baptisms (neither of which will be available online).

If you can’t make it, you can watch the YouTube service from 10.15am >>>

This week Stephen Baxter completes the sermon series Citizen H: Citizen of Hobart/Citizen of

Heaven, with a message entitled:

Crossing boundaries: Speaking to Greeks

Today’s Bible reading will be Acts 11:19-26

I really hope you can make it on Sunday!

Blessings,

Heather Galloway

HBC Secretary

Read the Connecter Online >>>

Download Connecter 13 December 2020 >>>

GIVE TO HBC ONLINE >>>



Sunday Church Online

Sunday 13 December, 2020

WELCOME TO CHURCH ONLINE!

THANKS FOR TUNING IN!

Don’t forget we are also meeting at the Tab from 10am.

10:15AM SERVICE BEGINS ON YOUTUBE

Today’s Bible Reading: Acts 11:19-26

Click the blue button below to watch live from our YouTube channel:

Watch HERE. Weekly release: 10:15am Sunday



Church Family News

Sunday December 13, 2020

YOU ARE WELCOME to join us for our 10am

service in the Tab for the final in our Sermon Series

from Acts: Citizen H.

This week’s message is from Stephen Baxter:

Crossing Boundaries: Speaking to Greeks

The Online service continues to be available HERE

>>>

Please scroll down to see what has been happening or is coming up!

Heather Galloway, Secretary

secretary@hobartbaptist.org.au

PS There will be a photographer roaming the service on Sunday. Please let me know if you do

NOT give permission for your photo to be used online.

THIS SUNDAY 13 DECEMBER

EMPTY CHRISTMAS TREE SERVICE

COVID-19 will not stop the celebration of the

71st Empty Christmas Tree in this church on Sunday December 13!

Members of the congregation are invited to bring a gift, such as a book, toy, game, clothing, non-

perishable food stuff, gift voucher or financial donation to place under the tree.



Gifts should be unwrapped, new, all age (including

teenage/adult), and will be delivered to Hobart City

Mission for subsequent distribution.

This year as a result of Covid-19, the demand is

greater than usual. If you will miss church on Sunday,

you could donate directly to Hobart City Mission’s

Christmas Appeal, or purchase a toy at their online

store here >>>

BAPTISMAL SERVICE

Sunday will be a very special day for Bev Pinkett and Ben Wagner who will be baptised during

the service. This public declaration of faith is an important step in their faith journey.

Let’s welcome their family and friends to the service, as they share in this special day. May

God, who has brought Bev and Ben to this moment, continue to lead them on their faith

journey and bless all present on the day.

All are welcome to join in for this special day.

DECEMBER DATES:

Sunday 13 December: 10am Service

– Empty Christmas Tree Service AND Baptismal Service

N.B. Kids’ Church is now in recess

Thursday 16 December: 6-7pm

– Prayer United Final for 2020, in the Tab with Stephen and Jenny

Sunday 20 December: 10 am Service

– Advent “Hope” PLUS Special Church Members’ Meeting following service.

Friday 25 December: 9.30am

– Christmas Day Service

IT’S CHRISTMAS!

We continue our Christmas celebrations next Sunday, and conclude on Christmas Day

with a short sermon series “Hope”.



Our Christmas Day offering will be for Baptist

World Aid‘s Big-Hearted Gifts. If you do not

expect to attend on Christmas Day, you can

contribute, either the Sunday before or after, using

the offering box at the Tab. Or you could buy a gift

here >>>

SPECIAL CHURCH MEMBERS’ MEETING

A Special Church Members’ Meeting will be held next Sunday 20 December, after the

10am service—it will be short!

There are only two items to attend to …

1. Receive the Audited Financial Statements for the 2019-2020 FY, deferred from the
AMM.

2. Consider applications for membership from Bev Pinkett and Ben Wagner.

If you would like more information please ask the Secretary:

secretary@hobartbaptist.org.au.

KAREN FAMILY NEWS

A funeral will be held for our Karen brother, Mr Htoe Ne at the Cambridge Cemetery,

Kennedy Drive, Cambridge at 2pm on Friday 18 December.

Please continue to remember his wife Wah Lay and their family, and also the wider Karen

Community in prayer.

BUILDING DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

Thank you for your prayers! Progress has been made this

week!

All the preliminary approvals required ahead of the Strata

Title being considered by the Hobart City Council have

been obtained. The Council-appointed surveyor will be on

site at 9am on Monday morning—please pray all the

paperwork is in order and that this last stage in the hands



of the Council will be progress smoothly and with no further delays. Christmas is oh so

close.

The builders have secured the site, and are breaking early for Christmas. Which is

disappointing, but understandable.

Please pray we will have progressed sufficiently with the red tape for them to be able to

return to complete the redevelopment at the end of the scheduled Christmas break.

HBC REDEVELOPMENT APPEAL

Thank you Hobart Baptist Church Family for support and

generosity at this testing time in the redevelopment. Those

carrying the load and endeavouring to help get us over the line

have been uplifted by the way God has enabled us to do more

than we could ever imagine possible, certainly not by our own

strength.

By working together we have almost reached our targets of:

$100,000 (gifts) | $250,000 (loans).

Each contribution, irrespective of size has been sacrificial and has made a difference.

The recent loans, along with most of the earlier contributions, went directly to pay the

builders. This was appreciated by them and I pass on their thanks to the congregation.

The Tally To-Date:

GIFTS $99,572

LOANS $217,500

LOANS CONVERTED TO DONATIONS $35,000

It is a fantastic result and your generosity is acknowledged with gratitude.

If you are still considering your position and would like to know more please email

secretary@hobartbaptist.org.au

We are not out of the woods yet, so if you have some suggestions as to how to raise

funds please let me know.



PRAYER UNITED – WEEKLY ON THURSDAYS

Thank you to those who have been participating in

Prayer United on Thursdays: by praying at home,

or somewhere else; on your own, in a family group

or with friends; perhaps by fasting or gathering in

the Tab from 6-7pm and sharing a meal together

afterwards.

You are welcome and encouraged to join in on Thursday if you can.

Please Note: This Thursday, December 17, is the final Prayer United for 2020.

Depending on how things shape up, we may take a break over January.

More on Prayer United HERE >>>

GIVING – YOUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Thank you to all who have faithfully continued

with regular giving during the current economic

climate. Many are now using EFT, with quite a

few who have made the switch since we had to

close our doors. Your ongoing support is much

appreciated.

There is an offering box available for your use as

you leave the Sanctuary. (A change to the way we do things as a result of COVID-19).

Give Online Here>>>

COVID-19 REMINDERS

Please stay safe and keep each other safe over Christmas!

With our borders now open to the rest of Australia it is important we remember a few

simple things that we can do to help protect ourselves as individuals, those we love and

the community at large.



Stay at least 1.5 metres away from others.

Wash your hands often with soap and warm water. Use alcohol-based hand

sanitiser when out and about.

Stay at home if you are unwell and always cover coughs and sneezes.

Get tested for COVID-19 if you have any cold or flu-like symptoms.

Be aware of, and follow, current gathering, business and travel restrictions.

WHEN WE ARE TOGETHER PLEASE REMEMBER:

* If you are unwell, you are asked to stay home

*Please use hand sanitiser when you arrive and before you leave

*Family members may sit close together, but

* Others please remember Social distancing of 1.5m

* More details can be found on Elvanto >>>

Thank you for your assistance with this.



Tasmanian Baptists News & Prayer

Sunday December 13, 2020

ABOVE: LifeWay Baptist (Devonport) recently ran an Advent Art
project for children. Checkout some of the kids’ work on the
LifeWay Facebook page >>>

PRAYER FOR TASMANIAN BAPTIST CHURCHES AT CHRISTMAS

Lifeway (Devonport) Baptist has called in Michael Henderson to operate an

Advent program, creatively sharing the Christmas story with hundreds of pre-

school children in a nearby unused shop. Many more were unable to be fitted in.

150 children have expressed interest in joining a playgroup program next year.

Wynyard Baptist has set up an external Christmas display on their building.

City Baptist has the Choir of High Hopes, from the Launceston City Mission,

performing in their service this Sunday.

A number of our churches have Big-Hearted Gift Stalls operating this Christmas.

Where else can you purchase a goat in Kenya for your wife this year? Check it out

HERE >>>

2021 will be the last time Jeff McKinnon leads the Understanding the Baptist

Movement study intensive. Already we have six likely registrations. There are

limited spaces still available. The intensive is essential for all APL and RPL pastors

who have not previously studied Baptist Principles formally. It is also available to

anyone interested to know more about Baptists in a post-denominational era. Cost

is just $20. Contact Jeff if you would like to receive an information sheet:

jeff@citybaptistchurch.net  More Info on the TasBaptist website HERE >>>



Are you using Baptist World Aid’s Ethical Fashion Guide? See HERE >>>

PRAYER FOR TASMANIAN STUDENTS MOVING TO MELBOURNE

Do you know of students moving to Melbourne in 2021? Westgate Baptists

offers affordable, comfortable student accommodation in a supportive Christian

environment while young people make the transition from home life to city

student (or work) life. Contact Jeff McKinnon to receive the Application Form:

jeff@citybaptistchurch.net.  To find out more go HERE>>>

Reflect: Make every effort to live at

peace with everyone and to be holy.

Hebrews 12:14
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