
A Word from Heather

Sunday December 20, 2020

Hello, it is nearly Christmas!

YOU ARE WELCOME to attend this week’s 10am service in the Tab for our Advent Service. A

perfect time to invite a friend or family member along.

This week Stephen Baxter begins the short Sermon series for Christmas on “Hope” and it will

conclude in the Tab on Christmas Day.

If you can’t make it, you can watch the YouTube service from 10.15am >>>

Today’s Bible reading will be Romans 15: 7-13

I really hope you can make it on Sunday!

Blessings,

Heather Galloway

HBC Secretary

Read the Connecter Online >>>

Download Connecter 20 December 2020 >>>

GIVE TO HBC ONLINE >>>



Sunday Church Online

Sunday 20 December, 2020

WELCOME TO CHURCH ONLINE!

THANKS FOR TUNING IN!

Don’t forget we are also meeting at the Tab from 10am.

10:15AM SERVICE BEGINS ON YOUTUBE

Today’s Bible Reading: Romans 15: 7-13

Click the blue button below to watch live from our YouTube channel:

Watch HERE. Weekly release: 10:15am Sunday



Church Family News

Sunday December 20, 2020

YOU ARE WELCOME to join us for our 10am

Advent Service in the Tab.

Stephen Baxter will begin the short sermon

series “Hope” which will conclude on Christmas

Day.

The Online service continues to be available HERE

>>>

Please scroll down to see what has been happening or is coming up!

Heather Galloway, Secretary

secretary@hobartbaptist.org.au

DECEMBER DRAWS TO A CLOSE!

This Sunday 20 December:
10 am Service – Advent “The Hope of Christmas”

Join us for the Kid’s Church Christmas Presentation – by video.

PLUS: Please stay on after the service for a short

SPECIAL CHURCH MEMBERS’ MEETING

There are two agenda items only:-

1. Reception of the Audited Financial Statements for the 2019-2020 FY, deferred from the
AMM, and



2. Consideration of applications for membership from Bev Pinkett and Ben Wagner.

If you would like more information please ask the Secretary: secretary@hobartbaptist.org.au.

Friday 25 December – CHRISTMAS DAY!

9.30AM: CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE IN THE TAB

You are encouraged to bring family and friends along to sing carols and receive the message

of Hope that Christmas brings. Please note: There will not be an online service on

Christmas Day.

As is our custom, the Christmas Day offering will be forwarded to Baptist World

Aid. If you do not expect to attend on Christmas Day, you can contribute, either

the Sunday before or after, using the offering box at the Tab, You can also give

directly to “Be Hope” Christmas Appeal. If you wish to purchase a Big Hearted

Gift you can buy a gift here >>>.

HOLIDAY ARRANGEMENTS – CONNECTER AND SUNDAY SERVICES

2020 will soon be behinds us, and we look forward with Hope to 2021.

This Sunday’s service is on-line as normal and our focus

is the Hope of Christmas with a reflection from

Stephen. He will bring a similar message in-person in

the Tab.

In fact, from this week onwards all the messages,

throughout our Summer Series, will be in-person in

the Tab. We are hoping to  begin live streaming of our services sometime early into the New

Year.

In the meantime, through January, our on-line services will continue and feature some of the

“best-of” services of the past six months.

The Connecter team are preparing for a break over the Christmas period, so if you have

anything to communicate in our Summer Edition of Connecter, please let us know in the next

few days by emailing  bulletin@hobartbaptist.org.au



It won’t hurt to keep an eye on the website though, as it will be updated if there is anything

that needs to be communicated.

LAST SUNDAY, 13 DECEMBER

It was a very special day that was attended by over 100 people, our biggest congregation

since March. It was a wonderful occasion: people joining together after a long absence, two

people publicly declaring their commitment to the Lord, families sharing in the joy, family

members visiting from interstate and the placing of gifts under the Empty Christmas Tree.

EMPTY CHRISTMAS TREE

Covid-19 restrictions did not subdue the

celebration of the 71st Empty Christmas Tree

last Sunday.  A remarkable financial contribution

amounting to $320.00 and 25 gift bags, most

containing multiple items were placed at the

base of the tree. 

All gifts and financial donations were delivered to a very appreciative Hobart City Mission on

Monday 14th December 2020 for subsequent distribution to some of our citizens who are

‘doing it tough’.

The generous response of our congregation reflected something of being a CITIZEN H.

Ed. Note: A big THANK YOU to the Kuplis family for again providing the beautiful tree.

BAPTISMAL SERVICE



Bev is about to go under! Ben and Stephen praying

It was a very special day for Bev Pinkett and Ben Wagner who were baptised during the

service. This public declaration of faith was witnessed by family and friends, a special day

to be remembered by all.

BUILDING DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

Thank you for your prayers! Keep them up, we do need

a miracle for everything to be finalised before Christmas!

So near and yet so far! Monday’s inspection by the

surveyor went well, and the report was received by the

Council within a couple of days. But with a few loose

ends still to be tidied up, and Christmas holidays fast

approaching, our perseverance continues to be tested.

The builders have secured the site, and are breaking early for Christmas. Which is

disappointing, but understandable.

Please pray we will have progressed sufficiently with the red tape for them to be able to

return to complete the redevelopment at the end of the scheduled Christmas break.

Please continue to pray for all involved over Christmas time, so that they can enjoy

Christmas with family.

HBC REDEVELOPMENT APPEAL



Thank you Hobart Baptist Church Family for support and

generosity at this testing time in the redevelopment. Those

carrying the load and endeavouring to help get us over the line

have been uplifted by the way God has enabled us to do more

than we could ever imagine possible, certainly not by our own

strength.

By working together we have almost reached our targets of:

$100,000 (gifts) | $250,000 (loans).

Each contribution, irrespective of size has been sacrificial and has made a difference.

The recent loans, along with most of the earlier contributions, went directly to pay the

builders. This was appreciated by them and I pass on their thanks to the congregation.

The Tally To-Date:

GIFTS $99,572

LOANS $217,500

LOANS CONVERTED TO DONATIONS $35,000

It is a fantastic result and your generosity is acknowledged with gratitude.

If you are still considering your position and would like to know more please email

secretary@hobartbaptist.org.au

We are not out of the woods yet, so if you have some suggestions as to how to raise

funds please let me know.

PRAYER UNITED – WEEKLY ON THURSDAYS

Thank you to those who have been participating in

Prayer United on Thursdays: by praying at home,

or somewhere else; on your own, in a family group

or with friends; perhaps by fasting or gathering in

the Tab from 6-7pm and sharing a meal together

afterwards.

Please Note: This Thursday, December 17, was the final Prayer United for 2020.



More on Prayer United HERE >>>

GIVING – YOUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Thank you to all who have faithfully continued

with regular giving during the current economic

climate. Many are now using EFT, with quite a

few who have made the switch since we had to

close our doors. Your ongoing support is much

appreciated.

There is an offering box available for your use

as you leave the Sanctuary. (A change to the way we do things as a result of

COVID-19).

Give Online Here>>>

COVID-19 REMINDERS

Please stay safe and keep each other safe over Christmas!

The Government has increased attendance numbers for Christmas which means that

we can invite friends and family to join us for worship in the Tab. At the same time, the

requirements for recording those who attend have increased, something we have

been doing already. It is the new normal and an important step to help protect us all

as we attempt to resume a near normal lifestyle.

With our borders now open to the rest of Australia it is important we remember a few

simple things that we can do to help protect ourselves as individuals, those we love

and the community at large.

Stay at least 1.5 metres away from others.

Wash your hands often with soap and warm water. Use alcohol-based hand

sanitiser when out and about.

Stay at home if you are unwell and always cover coughs and sneezes.

Get tested for COVID-19 if you have any cold or flu-like symptoms.

Be aware of, and follow, current gathering, business and travel restrictions.



WHEN WE ARE TOGETHER PLEASE REMEMBER:

* If you are unwell, you are asked to stay home

*Please use hand sanitiser when you arrive and before you leave

*Family members may sit close together, but

* Others please remember Social distancing of 1.5m

* More details can be found on Elvanto >>>

Thank you for your assistance with this.



Christmas in Summer

HOPE: The Focus of our Christmas in Summer

2020 was a year that was difficult and challenging in many ways that no one

anticipated.

How does Christmas give us hope for the coming year and beyond?

It is not found in our consumer and community festivities or in our church

Christmas celebrations. It is found in the one we celebrate, Jesus.

Yet, it is not his birth that provides hope, but his death and resurrection.

Christmas points us to Easter where we find the hope we long for and need.

Stephen Baxter encourages you with HOPE this Christmas.

SUNDAY DECEMBER 20
In-person AND online services

10:00am at the Tab, 284 Elizabeth St Hobart

10:15am online Watch HERE >>>

CHRISTMAS DAY, DECEMBER 25
In-person service ONLY

9:30am at the Tab, 284 Elizabeth St Hobart

COVID-19 UPDATE

SPECIAL EXEMPTION FOR CHRISTMAS SERVICES!



Sundays December 20 and 27, and Christmas Day

ALL WELCOME to church for Christmas!

The government has increased our building capacity to 75%. In other words,

we can all meet together and celebrate.

Two important conditions: that we are rigorous about using hand sanitizer,

and collecting people’s details for contact tracing.

WHY “CHRISTMAS IN SUMMER”?

Read about HBC’s Christmas in Winter! >>>



Tasmanian Baptists News & Prayer

Sunday December 20, 2020
ABOVE: Thank you for your perseverance, faithfulness to God,
and for His presence with us this Emmanuel year. With
Christmas blessings from your Tas Baptist Union staff 2020

Today is the last edition of News & Prayer for 2020. You will see us again in

the new year from Sunday 31 January. Have a safe and wonderful time

over the summer.

PRAYER FOR TASMANIAN BAPTIST CHURCHES AT CHRISTMAS

Pray for all our churches this Christmas and holiday season.

Tasmanian Baptists are celebrating 180 years of witness in Launceston this

Christmas season. The York Street Baptist Chapel was formed as a church

on 22 December 1840. The Chapel building was opened 5 days later. There

is a celebration being held at City Baptist at 10am on Sunday 27

December.

2021 will be the last time Jeff McKinnon leads the Understanding the

Baptist Movement study intensive. Already we have six likely registrations.

There are limited spaces still available. The intensive is essential for all APL

and RPL pastors who have not previously studied Baptist Principles formally.

It is also available to anyone interested to know more about Baptists in a

post-denominational era. Cost is just $20. Contact Jeff if you would like to

receive an information sheet: jeff@citybaptistchurch.net  More Info on the

TasBaptist website HERE >>>



PRAYER FOR TASMANIAN STUDENTS MOVING TO MELBOURNE

Do you know of students moving to Melbourne in 2021? Westgate

Baptists offers affordable, comfortable student accommodation in a

supportive Christian environment while young people make the transition

from home life to city student (or work) life. Contact Jeff McKinnon to

receive the Application Form: jeff@citybaptistchurch.net.  To find out

more go HERE>>>

Reflect: To us a son is born, to us a

child is given

Isaiah 7:14
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