
 

The Angel said : “Don’t be afraid. I bring you good news that will 
bring great joy to all people” (Luke 2:10) 
At this time in 2020 we all need some good news and joy - may we 
hold on the this part of the Christmas message 
Jesus said : “If you hold to my teaching….then you will know the 
truth and the truth will set you free” 
We have learnt a lot about lockdown this year - take joy that Jesus 
came to free us from the “forever lockdown” of Satan

     Jit and Jan are joined by Anna to hope for 
you to have some special times through this 
Christmas season. 
    All our hearts are heavy to think back over many 
things since last Christmas - in Australia : drought, 
fires, floods and the the havoc that COVID-19 has 
caused in our world. 
    We can take hope that “Emmanuel - God who is 
with us” - stays with us and knows.

     Where are we ?? What are we doing ?? 
     We had been expecting to return to Thailand in 
early 2020 but while awaiting the completion of our 
support target the world went into travel lockdown and 
we were limited to Sydney - that’s where we were last 
time we wrote. 
    As the situation in Thailand was fairly well under 
control Global Interaction encouraged us to check out 
ways to return. The Thai consulate outlined all 
procedures - seemed straight forward. But to prepare 
we also needed to have our routine medical checks. 
    Thanks for the thorough exams and follow-up. We 
are generally in good health except one matter that 
has raised its head for Jan. 
    9 years ago my treatment for breast cancer went 
well with follow-up meds for 5 years. But following 
leads, has discovered that this cancer has re-
appeared with some spread so I’m now on oral 
medications for the foreseeable future. The 
oncologist’s word with the news immediately went on 
to say - we’ll get you back to your important work in 
Thailand as soon as practical (I’d had a phone chat 
with her nurse practitioner  talking about what we do). 
   I’m thankful this was found incidentally at such an 
early stage when I have no symptoms and praying 
that every dose of meds will do their job. Will value 
your added prayers. 
     COVID-19 has dominated much of 2020 and 
continues it’s tragic path in many countries but 
Australia has been better than many places. In 
Sydney we were back to masked singing in church. 
Now a spike just before Christmas!! 
    Thailand had recorded only 4300 cases since the 
onset but now 950 cases in 2 days amongst mainly 
Burmese migrant workers so we’ve just heard of much 
more security in our Sangklaburi district that borders 
Myanmar (Burma). Our Christian school is closed as 
the mum of a student returned from work in that city.

            What’s been happening with Lanternlight Ministries  
                    while we’ve been here in Australia ?? 

    We’ve been very thankful to our team who are doing a great job 
carrying on the caring ministries with our members with disabilities. 
On-line chats have enabled us to keep in touch, encourage, give 
advice, sort through issues  - a new-normal for so many in the way to 
keep in touch and continue as part of the team even though we are 
separated by distance and the pandemic. 
    Mask wearing has been mandatory in Thailand  since the early 
days of COVID -  strict penalties for non-compliance. Then, too, some 
limitation on travel. But they have been able to continue visiting, 
doing physio, assisting applications for citizenship for some who are 
eligible, assisting new cases to get medical certificates to verify then 
apply for disability cards then government subsidy.  Travel for some 
deaf and disabled able to attend a boarding school in the city. 
  Much travel and many hours in government offices - all part of work. 
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 Type to enter textChristmas Celebrations - Not the Usual !!! 
But may there be JOY  

in remembering whose Birthday it is. 

   Generally we have had Lanternlight Christmas celebration 
with gathering as many of our disabled members as 
possible and having a program, a yummy meal and gift 
giving. For those who can’t come, the following days are 
spent delivering gifts to them at home. 
     We often schedule this close to Dec 3rd which is also           

International Day for People 
with Disabilities  

 so we can celebrate that too. 
    But this year - with 
gatherings banned - the team 
have been visiting - spending 
time in homes - taking a gift - 
this year with all its challenges, 
we felt a food package would 
be the most appreciated. We’ve 
been getting pictures from their 
visits. We also ordered tracts in 
Thai to give with the package. 
Not all households can read 
Thai but we hope someone can 
read in more detail for them or 
translate where necessary. 

        
We’ve been chatting with the team today and their report is 
that people had been wondering what would happen this 
year - they know things are different but many were hoping 
to get together though they do understand the reason for 
the change this year. They are really enjoying the visits from  
the team and are very appreciative of their gifts

   We have felt the burden of the loss of four very committed 
Christian leaders of our Christian community there in  
Sangklaburi over the last few months - how precious to 
know that though we all grieve their loss - we do have the 
hope of knowing they are with their Lord who also has 
known life and service in our world

Moving House !! 

After finishing studies at Morling - Baptist College in 
Sydney and preparing to return to work in Thailand, we 
were able to buy a house  after my Mum went to be with 
her Lord - a hope she had had for us. 
So we have come backwards and forwards over the years, 
renting it out while we are away. We have been in our 
Sydney house since our return a year and half ago.  
With Anna fairly settled in the Wollongong area (around 
100 kms away) we felt that, now that we are still here, it 
would be a good opportunity to move closer and have a 
property for dual occupancy. 
So we are in the waiting period to finalize a house and will 
move at the end of January. 
Our new Australian address from February will be : 

11 Plumwood Cresent, Cordeaux Heights,  
  NSW, 2526, Australia 
   (This is a suburb of Wollongong) 

Our Australian phone numbers this time are  
Jan       0490 352 814 
Jit         0491 634 086 
We have FaceTime 
Skype     jjayawan 

We lost our Thai phone numbers when we couldn’t return. 
We’ll have to notify you when we get new numbers there. 

I’ve been scanning my collection of original writings and many copied poems and quotes and with a bit of space left I 
thought I’d share a poem I wrote in a devotional beach-side conference : 

Father, Son and Spirit, 
  Beauty can be so delicate that it seems I have the power to crush it. But beauty speaks to me of You - it lifts my heart to praise - to 
praise you who will not even crush a broken reed or put out a smoking flax. 
  Father you know the beautiful capacities in each person - for you have created.  Help us to see this part of your creation from your 
point of view too. 
  But as we come to you in realisation that you are worthy of all  praise - how inadequate seem our words and thoughts. 
  Jesus,  your disciples pleaded - “teach us to pray” - that,  too  is our prayer but may we add   - “teach  us to praise”.


