
A Word from Heather

Sunday, 7 February 2021

Hello, welcome to February already.

This week Stephen Baxter gives the last of our sermon series ‘I AM’ with a message entitled “Jesus and the Meaning of

Life”.

We’d love to see you at this week’s 10am service in the Tab.

If you can’t make it, you can watch the YouTube service from 10.15am >>>

Today’s Bible reading will be John 14:1-14. Hope you enjoy the service.

Blessings,

Heather Galloway

HBC Secretar

Read the Connecter Online >>>

Download Connecter 7 February 2021 >>>

Give to HBC Online >>>



Church Family News

7 February 2021

YOU ARE WELCOME to join us this Sunday at 10am in the Tab. The services will be in a familiar format, with most elements

brought to you in-person.

This week Stephen Baxter gives the last of our sermon series ‘I AM’ and we’d love to see you at this week’s 10am service in

the Tab.

If you can’t make it, you can watch the YouTube service from 10.15am >>>

Heather Galloway, Secretar

secretary@hobartbaptist.org.a

Summer Sermon Series

3 January –
7 February 2021

In the gospels both the authority and identity of Jesus are revealed in a series of

statements that begin with “I am” (Greek: ego eimi). We see this clearly in the

Sermon on the Mount where Jesus teaches “You have heard … but I say to you”.

Here Jesus speaks as God would speak.

For Jews who knew their Bibles and heard Jesus, the meaning would have been

clear. Jesus was saying, “hearing me you are hearing God speak”. In this series we will look at the “I am” statement where they

appear most frequently; in John’s Gospel. There are seven in total.

To read more about the Summer Sermon Series, CLICK HERE >>>

Church Working Bee

Saturday, 13 February 9.30 to 12.30

Our new office area, meeting rooms and kids area on the upper floor will be mostly finished around 12 February. The following

week builders will throw all their energy at the new kitchen, building entrance, Soundy Meeting Room and cafe. 

We need to move everything stored in the Soundy Building upstairs to the new area. 

It’s a big move and volunteers are needed to move chairs, cupboards, boxes, doors and furniture. Some skill with a drill could

come in handy. 

If you can lend a hand please speak to Kaaren Stott on Sunday or contact her on 0418 802 706, karstott@gmail.com.



Outcomes from Special Church Members’ Meeting

The meeting was held after the 10am Service last Sunday, 31 January, for the purpose of updating the church on the

redevelopment and the church’s financial position.

To read the entire report CLICK HERE >>>

Kids’ Church

Kids Church resumes this Sunday and we are spending Term 1 looking at the Ten

Commandments. Kids Church is an interactive and fun program with children rotating

through various activity stations as they learn the lesson. NOTE: Kids Church takes a break

every 2nd Sunday of the month, when the kids re with the Adults in the Hub. Talk to Tracy for

more information.  

Praise and Prayer for 2021

As we look forward with hope and anticipation for the opportunities to show God’s love to the community around us enfold, let

us give praise:

For the fact that we have come through 2020
That we live in a beautiful state, in a great country – things may not be perfect, but we have so much to be grateful for
That the building, despite delays and rising costs, is nearly complete and
That the church community has supported each other through it all.

Please pray for:

Settlements on the units to go ahead smoothly and before the end of the month.
Project completion by the builders, and smooth sailing in that
Sale of the last unit in our building complex
Clarity in direction for those putting together the planning day results
The leadership team, as the year moves forward in 2021
The provision of the necessary finances
Establishment of the coffee shop and ministry opportunities through using our new facilities
Growth of the church fellowship in faith and number, and
Defeat of Covid-19 worldwide.

GIVING – Your tithes and offerings

Thank you to all who have faithfully continued with regular giving during the current

economic climate. Many are now using EFT, with quite a few who have made the switch

since we had to close our doors. Your ongoing support is much appreciated.

There is an offering box available for your use as you leave the Sanctuary. (A change to

the way we do things as a result of COVID-19).

Give Online Here>>>



COVID-19 Update and reminders

Please stay safe and keep each other safe over Christmas!

Give Praise for the fact we live in Tasmania and that we have been able to enjoy a relatively normal Christmas.

Please continue to remember the many people worldwide for whom this has not been the case. A small number are known to

us personally.

Remember the simple guidelines to keeping everyone safe:-

Stay at home if you are unwell – always cover coughs and sneezes.

Please use hand sanitiser when you arrive and before you leave

Ensure your name is recorded

Family members may sit close together – others please remember the 1.5m rule

* More details can be found on Elvanto >>>

You will notice when you are out and about that you are being asked to scan the QR code, or write your name down, to assist

with contact tracing. As you are aware we have already been recording attendees and we thank you for your ongoing

cooperation with this.

Thank you for your assistance with this.



Church Meeting Outcomes

Meeting held after the 10am service, Sunday 31st January 2021

Firstly, there was good news. The separate titles have been issued by the Land Titles Office – news that has been a long time

coming! This means that the settlement on the units can now proceed and should be complete by the end of February.

Secondly, the builders have returned to work after Christmas, with a small number of workers, the work is ramping up with the

encouraging news that the finances are on their way.

Unfortunately though, despite the good news, the reality of all the delays of getting to where we are now, is that our financial

position is not as good as we had hoped it would be. The delays and the extra interest on the loan over the past six months

have had a very negative impact.

Despite the generosity of the church people in terms of donations and loans and the hard work by many on the project, too

many things have been beyond our control.

In simple terms, to complete the project, retain the unit and repay the loans due, we would need to take out a loan that we

cannot afford to pay back.

The following motion was approved.

“In light of the current financial position of the church, the members agree to the sale of the final unit.  In order to meet any

shortfall in the finances necessary to complete the redevelopment project and to repay the loans from members, the church

members also agree to empower the Finance Committee to negotiate a loan from BFS with final loan approval to be given by

the Diaconate”.

We have sought God’s guidance all along; we have our answer. The church is in good spirits, we have supported each other

and the project well, and we have much to be thankful for. We will soon have new facilities and we will again be able to meet

for coffee, have lunches and so much more in a much more convivial environment. We are called to ministry and it awaits us.

The unit will go on the market next week, so, if you know of anyone who would be interested in buying the unit please

let me know ASAP.  We would love to think it was purchased by someone at least known to us.

Any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask. Blessings,

Heather Galloway

HBC Secretary | secretary@hobartbaptist.org.au



Tasmanian Baptists News & Prayer

Sunday February 7, 2021

ABOVE: Please pray for all our churches, pastors and Tasmanian Baptist staff as we all reboot for
2021. Especially remember Karen Buckney, our Assistant Administrator (above), who was featured in
last week’s ADVANCE | step by step >>>

PRAYER FOR TASMANIAN BAPTIST CHURCHES

Claremont Baptist is celebrating its 50th anniversary of work in the Abbotsfield/Claremont area on 6 March. The next day,

Sunday 7 March, there will be a celebration morning worship service. We’d love to have past members come, but because of

COVID we have to be mindful of numbers so an RSVP is essential.  The service will be live-streamed on zoom for those who

can’t personally attend.

Please RSVP to Carolyne for zoom meeting number and password on 0416 073 661; or Jean on jean.peyper@gmail.com

Our March Muster will go regional on 1-3 March, with meetings in the South (1st), North (2nd), and Northwest (3rd). Richard

Sharp from ReNew Discipleship Network, Adelaide, will be with us to further explore key themes from our new strategic plan

Richard will join with pastors over dinner, followed by an evening meeting which is open to our leadership teams and other key

leaders from our churches. Please see our calendar for more info: www.tasbaptists.org.au/events

Tasmanian Baptist Assembly dates 2021: May 7-8 Riverlands, Longford; and October 22-23 Riverlands, Longford

Our Understanding the Baptist Movement study intensive is happening again in 2021, on Saturday May 22. Already we

have eight likely registrations. There are limited spaces still available. The intensive is essential for registration for all new APL

and RPL pastors who have not previously studied Baptist Principles formally. It is also available to anyone interested to know

more about Baptists in a post-denominational era. Cost is just $20. Contact Jeff if you would like to receive an information

sheet. jeff@citybaptistchurch.net

Or check our website HERE >>>

Reflect: I am not ashamed of the good news; it’s God’s power,

bringing salvation to everyone who believes – to Jew first, and also

equally to the non-Jew.

Romans 1:16



2021 & Beyond

Stepping Across the Threshold

Visioning Sermon Series Feb 14-Mar 14

2021 marks a pivotal moment in the life of Hobart Baptist Church.

Finally, the upgrade of the buildings will be completed and our plans to be a church in the city for the city in new and fresh

ways are about to be realised. The church has a long, a proud engagement with, and ministry into, the city of Hobart. We are

about to step over a threshold into a new phase in the life of the church.

Our prayer is that God enables us “to make Jesus Christ known by growing devoted witnesses for him” and we dream of being

a church “prophetically serving” the city of Hobart. In this vision series we will explore where we already see God at work and

look to where God is leading us.

PLEASE JOIN US AS WE PREPARE FOR 2021!


