
Church Family News, June 2022

Hobart Baptist Church, Sunday, 26th June

SERMON: This Sunday Stephen Baxter continues our series

Christmas in Winter, with the second Sunday of Advent.

Christmas in the middle of winter may seem strange when you

live in Tasmania, but it gives us the chance to experience

Christmas when it was designed to be celebrated, in winter, the

light of Jesus coming into the dark world.

BIBLE READING: Luke 1:46-55 Mary’s Song

WATCH: YouTube service, available 10.15am Sunday >>

CATCH-UP: Read about CHRISTMAS IN WINTER, and watch sermons you have missed.

Special morning tea after the service. Everyone is welcome to a special morning tea after the service to

farewell Kewiei Lyu, Jing Xia and their son Ian. The family will be returning to China where Kewei will take up

a job as Professor.

Stay on for a BYO lunch after the Church Meeting

PS Kids’ program is on today. Youth will also head out for their Bible study.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

SUNDAY 26 June. Advent Sunday 2. Church Members meeting following

10am Service. Details below.

FRIDAY 1 July 6pm. Carols in the Tab.

SUNDAY 3 July 10am. Christmas in Winter



LUMINOUS FESTIVAL – 9TH JUNE TO 3RD JULY 2022

What a fabulous two weeks we have had! Starting with Michael Henderson’s art installation, How lonely lies

this land, once so full of people, and followed by the three Conversations.

Luminous Conversations:

Receiving Welcome with Panel members Michael Henderson,

Kate Warner and Tim McCormack shared some of their journey

and their desires regarding healing the broken relationships

between the indigenous and non-indigenous Australians that

have existed for generations.

Brave Leadership panel Jenny Baxter, Rebecca White, Ella Hickey

and Wendy Quinn shared some of their experiences in leadership.

Although all four leadership roles are within different professions there

was a common thread – Challenging times require bravery from

leaders. Those present appreciated the vulnerability that was

exposed by each one and were inspired and encouraged by all that

was shared.

Losing my Religion was the title given to David Knox’s talk. David shared the

highs and the lows of his personal journey. “Losing my religion” apart from being

the title of a song, sounds like an all too common path experienced by many. But,

all stories are not the same. David’s story had its homecoming, which was heart-

warming and perhaps a little unexpected.

Our thanks must go to

All our panel members for being willing to be part of our Luminous Festival,
Stephen who hosted the conversations,
Those who helped behind the scenes, particularly with erecting and dismantling the sculptures,
The Go family who catered for the Conversations, and
Everyone who supported the Festival by attending.



CHRISTMAS IN WINTER:

Christmas Meals: This week which leads to

Christmas nest weekend! Hosted by you, in your home

– how are your plans going?

Carols: Friday 1 July commencing at 6pm. Guest

artists Zoe Fitzherbert and Brett Budgeon and much

more.

Afterwards, a hot drink and Christmas treats will be served.

You are encouraged to invite a friend to this fabulous, heart warming free event! To book your spot click the

button below.

Register for the Carols

Christmas Day: Sunday 3 July at 10am.

No distractions, no presents, just come and enjoy celebrating the birth of Jesus – bringing Light into the

World coming in the darkness of winter. Why not invite a friend or two.

HBC CHURCH MEMBERS’ MEETING – THIS SUNDAY – 26 JUNE 2022

The HBC Church Members’ meeting is on this Sunday, 26 June, 2022 in the Gibson Hall after morning tea

which follows the 10am service.

The agenda items and information for your consideration, which can be found on the “Church Members and

Others” page, include the Draft Budget for the 2022-2023 Financial Year and a recommendation from the

Diaconate regarding an extension of the Senior Pastor’s call.

Missions Budget 2022/23

Have you had your say?

The practice for many years has been for the Finance Committee and the Diaconate to propose how the

budget amount for Missions is allocated. After allocation of the Home Missions (Tas Baptists) portion, the

discretionary amount remaining in the 2022/23 Budget is $5,250 for others.

Previous budgets have provided for the Bible Society, Elizabeth College Chaplaincy and Baptist Mission

Australia (previously GiA). There are many people in need, therefore the Diaconate would welcome

suggestions from members of the congregation who have a desire to support a particular worthwhile

agency eg. Hobart City Mission.

Please respond to Heather Galloway by email secretary@hobartbaptist.org.au

TAB UPGRADE

Towards the end of 2019 a proposal to upgrade the Tab, which was not part of the Redevelopment, was put

together and presented to the church community over a number of sessions, and planning approval was

granted by the Hobart City Council. Work needs to have started before the end of the year to make use of



the groundwork that has been done.

Initial estimate of costs for the tab upgrade was $500,000. It includes essential

maintenance of the Heritage building, making the foyer more welcoming and

upgrading the stage area, lighting, heating, carpet, pew upholstery and more.

The Deacons would love to hear from anyone who can help with:-

ideas for fundraising
writing applications for grants from various government bodies
approaching businesses and philanthropic trusts
determining the priorities of the different projects and obtaining cost estimates
being part of a team and getting involved

The Building redevelopment has provided great spaces which are being used and enjoyed in many

different ways. The Tab Upgrade will further enhance our facilities and ensure that it is able to serve the

community for many more generations.

Please email secretary@hobartbaptist.org.au or talk to the secretary if you would like to know more about

it or to put your hand up to get on board.

WHERE IS GOD CALLING YOU TO SERVE?

Many opportunities exist to serve here at Hobart Baptist:-

Behind the scenes – with some vacuuming, mopping,
cleaning, dusting . . . Please get in touch with Duncan
Sinclair, duncsinc@yahoo.com.au to find out more.
Participation in 10am Service – praying, reading the
Bible, singing, helping with technology . . . Contact
Matt Henderson, matt@hobartbaptist.org.au or Sean
Priest, seanwaynepriest@gmail.com
Hospitality – serving, cooking, morning teas, special
functions, coffee shop . . . Kath Smith is the one to talk
to, kathsmith@y7mail.com

IS COVID-19 AFFECTING YOU?

An increasing number of the Church Family are testing

positive and families spending more time at home than

expected!

Let us continue to care for each other as best we can and

remember that the nature of the virus is that it is generally

passed on before you know that you have it. There is no

need to feel guilty if you find yourself in that situation.

Stay home if you feel unwell and get tested.

Remember – Hands, Face, Space and be sensitive to those around us.

Let us know if you need any assistance.

Heather Galloway

Duty of Care Officer



GIVING – YOUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

‘Each of you should give what you have decided in

your heart to give, not reluctantly or under

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.’

2 Corinthians 9:7

We thank all who give faithfully on a regular basis, as

without this support we would not be able to operate. Your

offerings support our budget: and through that it enables

the church to continue to be an important part of the North

Hobart landscape and the place from where we can

prophetically serve the City of Hobart.

It is where we can know the benefit of worshipping with others, where we hear the stories of Jesus and

how they apply to us, where we are encouraged in our journey with Jesus, from where we can share

God’s love with others and help them to know and trust in God themselves. Our influence can also be

far reaching – there is no limit to God’s love through our deeds and actions. Thank you for your

generosity.

EFT is a great way to ensure regular giving and as well there are offering boxes available for use as

you leave the Sanctuary.

You can give online here>>>



HBC Members – and Others!

Hobart Baptist Church would not exist without the support and

care of our official membership.

Church Members’ Meeting – 26 June 2022

The next Church Members’ Meeting will be held this Sunday, 26 June in the Gibson Hall around

midday.

All are welcome and encouraged to attend.

Agenda Items will include:

Confirmation of Minutes from the Members’ Meeting of 27 March 2022
Senior Pastor’s Report
Secretary’s Report
Treasurer’s Report including:-
Reception of Financial Statements for 1 July 2021 – 31 March 2022
Reception of Draft Budget for 1 July 2022 – 30 June 2023

There are also 2 recommendations from the Diaconate:-

Recommendation re appointment of an auditor.

As provided in the amended Constitution, and being duly satisfied that the terms of the amended

Constitution are complied with (that the Church’s revenue is less than $250,000 and the internal

control of finances are such that fraudulent or dishonest conduct by an office bearer is not possible),

the Diaconate recommends to this Members’ Meeting that “An auditor not be appointed for the

current financial year”.

Recommendation re extension of the Senior Pastor’s call.

Stephen Baxter has been serving at Hobart Baptist for almost 12 years, initially as interim minister

for one year and subsequently as Senior Minister.  Stephen currently works two days per week for

Hobart Baptist Church, balanced with his service as Mission Director with Tas Baptists. Stephen’s

current term runs until 31 August 2022.

After undertaking an internal Senior Pastor’s review early in 2021, followed by a review on the

pastoral leadership of the church as a whole late in 2021, which led to the appointment of an



Associate Pastor, and a further internal review in May this year, the Diaconate brings the following

recommendation to the Meeting:-

“The Church members approve a four-year extension (2+2) of Stephen Baxter’s

appointment as Senior Minister of Hobart Baptist Church, 2 days per week, until 1st

September 2026, subject to a mutually satisfactory review in the second year of this

extension (to be completed prior to 31st August 2024)”.

Meeting papers will be circulated closer to the meeting.

Heather Galloway,

Secretary

Members’ Meetings are held quarterly, and are open to members and non-members alike.

The Members are led by the Deacons, who meet monthly.

HBC Diaconate 2021

Chair: Scott Ambrose

Secretary: Heather Galloway

Assistant Secretary: Joanna Sinclair

Treasurer: Geoffrey Clarke

Assistant Treasurer: vacant

Ex-officio: Stephen Baxter

Ordinary Deacons: Celia Munro; Moo Lay Graham; David Needham; Joel Ortiz



Christmas in Winter 2022

19th June to 3rd July, 2022

or us here in Hobart, celebrating Christmas mid-winter feels somewhat strange

and out of place. Although it is principally a winter festival, the first Europeans to

settle in the Southern hemisphere kept the date, rather than the season. We’ve

become so used to outdoor Christmas barbeques, that singing carols about snow

and sleigh bells in broad daylight doesn’t seem strange!

READ MORE BELOW

10AM SUNDAY 19TH JUNE, ADVENT 1

Preaching: Matt Henderson
Bible Reading: Isaiah 9:1-7
YouTube Service (From 10:15am Sunday)

10AM SUNDAY 26TH JUNE, ADVENT 2

Preaching: Stephen Baxter
Bible Reading: Luke 1:46-55
YouTube Service (From 10:15am Sunday)

6PM FRIDAY 1ST JULY, CAROLS IN THE TAB

Guest artists: Zoe Fitzherbert and Brett Budgeon
Free family-friendly event
Food: Hot drink and Christmas treats afterwards
ALL WELCOME

10AM SUNDAY 3RD JULY, CHRISTMAS DAY

Preaching: Stephen Baxter
Bible Reading:
YouTube Service (From 10:15am Sunday)

CONTINUED FROM ABOVE

But there is something about Christmas that should leave us feeling somewhat strange. That

the Creator of the cosmos would come as a fragile, helpless baby is not only unexpected, but



inescapably perplexing. But so begins the life of Jesus – born in a manger and destined for

execution on a Roman cross. For the ruling elites of his day, Jesus was strange and totally out

of place.

This mid-winter Christmas, we will explore how this Jesus is our prophet, priest and king.

He was not quite the Messiah people expected, and yet he was God’s Messiah – the

Anointed One. As a fellow human being he knows and understands our mortal pains and

sufferings.

And so, as a prophet he proclaims truth in love and calls each one of us out of dark into the

light. As a priest he prays for us with deep understanding of our inner turmoil, because he too

experienced it. As king he leads the world by example, not afraid of its horrors, and willing to

serve and give his life for others.

As our prophet, priest and king, Jesus is more than challenging. In expressing and

demonstrating God’s love, he does not pander to our wants and frivolous desires. Rather he

exposes our faults, attends to our needs and calls us to follow.

In many ways it is good that Christmas feels so out of place, because it needs to jolt us out of

our familiarity and complacency. Just like Jesus did.


