
Church Family News, November 2022

Hobart Baptist Church, Sunday, 27 November

Stephen will wrap up our Vision sermon series this week with how

we can be a place where everyone can contribute.

Every person is unique, everybody matters, and everyone has

something to contribute and receive.

Open hearts, open minds and open lives makes room for everyone

to contribute. 

TODAY is Stephen Baxter’s last Sunday with us for 2 months.

Tomorrow Stephen will hop on a plane to join Jenny, Alice, AJ and

baby Koa in Madrid. Please pray for safe travels and a blessed time for this special family.

SERMON: A Place to Contribute

BIBLE READING: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

WATCH: LIVE on YouTube at 10.00am Sunday

Join our Q&A’s each Sunday by texting your question to 0491 070 718.

Kids’ Church and Youth Activity are on.

All are welcome to share in fellowship over morning tea after the service.

NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER DATES

SATURDAY 26 November, 3-7pm. Karen Church Anniversary, Gibson Hall. ALL WELCOME!

SUNDAY 27 November, 10am. Conclusion of Vision Sermon Series.

WEDNESDAY 30 November. Last day for Early Bird tickets for Life@Work conference to be held

at HBC on Saturday 18 February 2023.

FRIDAY 2 December, 5:30pm. Colin Buchanan’s Hobart Christmas Concert. Citywide Church,

400 Mornington Rd, Mornington. See below for more details.

FRIDAY 2 December, 7:30pm. Pop up Seminar – Science and Christianity: Friends or Foes? at St. George’s Anglican

Church, Battery Point. More details below.

SUNDAY 4 December, 10am. “Great Expectations” Sermon Series begins.

FRIDAY 16 December, 5-9:30pm. HBC Summer Social – Dinner and Movie Night at HBC. All Welcome.

SUNDAY 18 December, 10am. The Empty Christmas Tree will feature during the service.

SUNDAY 25 December, 9:30am. Christmas Day Service. ALL WELCOME.

https://hobartbaptist.org.au/welcome-come-as-you-are/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+12%3A+1-11&version=NIV
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC16XtHIkJVcQo6A9LEdo6CQ
http://www.colinbuchanan.com.au/


CITY BIBLE FORUM 2023 LIFE@WORK CONFERENCE

A REMINDER: early bird tickets only available until Nov 30.

HBC is hosting City Bible Forum’s Life@Work conference on Saturday, 18 February 2023. The topic is, The Future of

Work: How to love your colleagues and share Jesus in an ever-changing landscape. Life@Work is City Bible Forum’s

annual conference to encourage Christians in the workplace. Since 2013, we have been equipping and empowering

Christians from around Australia, and the world, for their life and witness at work.

For more info and to register, visit City Bible Forum and choose HBC as the watch location. 

NEXT WEEK – NEW SUMMER SERMON SERIES BEGINS

Our summer sermon series is called Great Expectations and focuses on

Luke’s gospel. This gospel is a collection of stories that show Jesus’

interactions with people and how he sought to include everyone, even

when it meant challenging the established social and power structures and

those who bene�t from the status quo.

We will explore this gospel together to see how Luke writes of a Saviour

who embodies the value of ‘welcome’ that is Hobart Baptist’s theme for

2023. We will also �nd it a valuable roadmap for how we can navigate following Jesus in Hobart in the twenty-�rst

century.

To read more, visit the the sermon series page.

Lay a gift under the HBC Empty Christmas Tree on Sunday 18 December 2022.

With Christmas Day rapidly approaching it is time to prepare for this year’s

Empty Christmas Tree, a long-standing tradition in this church.

On Sunday 18 December 2022 you will have the opportunity to lay a gift

under the 73rd Empty Christmas Tree as part of the church service

On this day, you are invited to bring a gift, such as a book, toy, game,

clothing, non-perishable food item, gift card, voucher or �nancial donation

to place under the tree.  Gifts should be new, unwrapped and can be for all

ages.  Come and experience the joy of giving.

All gifts and donations will be delivered to Hobart City Mission for distribution. 

COLIN BUCHANAN’S BIG CHRISTMAS CONCERT IN HOBART – FREE TICKET GIVEAWAY!

Christmas has come early to HBC and we have eight free tickets (4 Adults and 4 Children) for

the Big Christmas Concert to give away! Contact Church Secretary, Heather Galloway, for

more info.

Australia’s Number 1 kids Christian artist and family favourite Colin Buchanan is coming to

Hobart for his BIG CHRISTMAS CONCERT on 5:30pm Friday 2 December at Citywide Baptist

https://citybibleforum.org/
https://hobartbaptist.org.au/great-expectations/
https://hobartbaptist.org.au/great-expectations/


Church, 400 Mornington Road, Mornington.

Don’t miss out! Grab your friends and book NOW to have a fabulous time! Tickets are

available at www.colinbuchanan.com.au. Scroll down to the Hobart Show.

SCIENCE AND CHRISTIANITY: FRIENDS OR FOES?

St George’s Anglican is hosting a pop up seminar with radio astronomer Dr Jordan

Collier on the topic of Science and Christianity: Friends or Foes? at 7:30pm on Friday

December 2.

Jordan Collier is a radio astronomer who works in the Astronomy department at the

University of Cape Town and has a passion for the interface between science and

faith. 

If you have questions like: Do science and the Bible contradict each other? Do we

have to choose either God or science? then this is for you.

This is a great seminar to encourage Christians and answer their questions about Science and Christianity. It’s also a

great seminar for your people to invite their unbelieving friends to. And it’s especially good for young adults. ALL

WELCOME

WELCOME KOA

Congratulations to Alice and AJ Peters on the safe arrival of their little

daughter, Koa Olukemi in Madrid at 11pm on Tuesday 25 November. Koa

weighed in at 3kg and is 40cm long.

Grandparents, Stephen and Jenny Baxter, are also bursting with pride, and

thanking God for the blessing of this little life.

HBC ANNUAL MEMBERS’ MEETING 2022 OUTCOMES

Have you considered membership at Hobart Baptist Church? HBC would not exist

without the support and care of our o�cial membership. 

Last Sunday we held our Annual Members’ Meeting for 2022. 

All nominated O�cers and Deacons were elected and other positions endorsed.

Deacons – Scott Ambrose, Jing Priest and Joanna Sinclair
Secretary – Heather Galloway
Treasurer – Geoffrey Clarke
Assistant Secretary – Joanna Sinclair
Assistant Treasurer – Kylie Henderson (From 13 February 2023)

Children and Youth Leaders

Kids’ Church: Tracy Ortiz
Youth: Scott Ambrose and Kelvin Smith

http://www.colinbuchanan.com.au/


Boys’ Brigade Captain: Scott Ambrose
Boys’ Brigade Chaplain: Kelvin Smith

The Finance Committee: Geo�rey Clarke, Heather Galloway, Kylie Henderson, William Maguire, Hannah Nguyen and

Ben Wagner.

For more information visit the HBC Members and Others page.

TASMANIAN PARLIAMENTARY PRAYER BREAKFAST

Thank you to all those who supported the Prayer Breakfast either through

attending, praying for it, or just by considered listening. Stephen Baxter MC’d this

event and it was a resounding success. God turned up and did good things!

CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEAS FROM BAPTIST WORLD AID

As we approach the end of the year it is easy to get caught up in the commercialism

surrounding Christmas.

Baptist World Aid encourage us to be mindful in our giving and have provided us with

some ideas – Better World Gifts that are ethical, meaningful and fun. An Advent calendar,

as shown, is also available.

To give your loved ones something meaningful this Christmas, click here>>> to select a

gift and make a di�erence.

GIVING – YOUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

‘Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.’

2 Corinthians 9:7

We thank all who give faithfully on a regular basis, as without this support we

would not be able to operate. Your o�erings support our budget: and through

that it enables the church to continue to be an important part of the North

Hobart landscape and the place from where we can prophetically serve the City

of Hobart.

It is where we can know the bene�t of worshipping with others, where we hear the stories of Jesus and how they apply

to us, where we are encouraged in our journey with Jesus, from where we can share God’s love with others and help

them to know and trust in God themselves. Our in�uence can also be far reaching – there is no limit to God’s love

through our deeds and actions. Thank you for your generosity.

EFT is a great way to ensure regular giving and as well there are o�ering boxes available for use as you leave the

Sanctuary.

You can give online here.

https://hobartbaptist.org.au/hbc-members-and-others-nov2022/
https://baptistworldaid.org.au/faith-in-action/better-world-gifts/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+9%3A7&version=NIV
http://hobartbaptist.org.au/online-giving/
http://hobartbaptist.org.au/online-giving/
http://hobartbaptist.org.au/online-giving/


Welcome: Come As You Are

E

30 October to 27 November 2022

very year, for a number of years, we’ve had a series re�ecting on Hobart Baptist Church and our values,

mission and vision. Normally this is at the beginning of the year as we arrive back from the summer break.

However, while the timing might seem obvious, it tends to cramp the beginning of the year, then before

we know it Easter is upon us. 

To get around this we’ve decided to place our vision just before we enter the busyness of Christmas and the relaxation

of the summer break. Hopefully, placing it here will enable us to be focused and ready to go as the year gets into full

swing when school begins. 

Series Schedule

30 Oct – Learning to live like Jesus in Hobart – Stephen Baxter

Jesus taught his disciples to pray God’s “kingdom come; your will be done on earth as it is heaven. As we pray it today,

we know we are not the architects of God’s restorative work, but participants with Jesus in bringing God’s shalom to

our city.

Watch on YouTube here

6 Nov – Creatively expressing life and faith – Sean Priest

Life is a gift we celebrate. To gaze in awe at the beauty around us and in every person is to be inspired with joy,

celebration and gratitude. When curiosity and creativity meet in community, the image of God is released.

Watch on YouTube here

13 Nov – Nurturing a brave space – Matt Henderson

We want to be a church that is inclusive and respectful. This requires authenticity, vulnerability, love and forgiveness.

It is risky and brave, yet our commitment is to do all we can to seed and cultivate such an environment. 

Watch on YouTube here

20 Nov – A place to belong – Speaker: Matt Henderson

No one should be lonely. When we all work together, we can make sure no one gets lonely. When we all reach out to

each other, we all belong. 

Watch on YouTube here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w4Z7M8_k800
https://youtu.be/6uyOPSm50jc
https://youtu.be/HnFAf8LHmok
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f0NQ1jWF0P0


27 Nov – A place to contribute – Stephen Baxter

Every person is unique, everybody matters, and everyone has something to contribute and receive. But we need each

other to do it. Open hearts, open minds and open lives makes room for everyone to contribute. 

Welcome

Our title Welcome comes out of our desire to be a place where those without a faith and those looking for a place to

express faith, but feel unwelcome in other church settings, can feel welcome. 

Welcome has two speci�c audiences. To those in the church it is an aspiration and call to the church we aim to be, and

to those outside the church it is a declaration ‘you are welcome here’.

Jesus is our model

From the many stories he told about banquets and feasts, it appears Jesus didn’t mind a good dinner party. In fact, not

only did he often dine with Pharisees, some of the elite of his day, he was criticised for dining with ‘sinners’ – those

considered guilty of sin and sitting under God’s judgement (Mt 9:11, Mk 2:16, Lk 5:30, etc). Jesus welcomed all comers. 

Even though he did not own a house to practice hospitality, he welcomed people through the tone of his voice, the

smile on his face and his presence in their houses. He greeted strangers, taught the Pharisees to invite the lowly to

their feasts, received children gladly and constantly served others. He even prepared breakfast for his disciples after

the resurrection. For Jesus, welcoming others was a way of being in the world.

Paul’s letter to the Romans was written to a series of house churches experiencing considerable tension. While all

followers of Jesus, these Jews and Gentiles were at odds about eating certain foods and observing certain days. Paul

tried to keep them together, appealing to them to “welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of

God” (15:7).

“Welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you.” Jesus is our role model; he demonstrates what it means to

welcome. It is not about feeling safe or comfortable but about providing a space where others are welcomed for who

they are. It is not about status, spirituality or sinfulness, but about seeing each person as one made in the image of

God and therefore deserving of our attention and care. 

To be the church God desires us to be is to be a church that welcomes all who cross our paths, just like Jesus. We don’t

need great buildings, state-of-the-art ministries, famous pastors, amazing music, or a stunning array of programs.

What we need is heart, minds and lives willing to welcome others as Christ has already welcomed us.

Our deepest aspirations

Earlier this year (2022) we outlined the �ve key aspirations we have as a church. Over the �ve weeks of this vision

series, we will explore each one of them through the lens of “Welcome.”

 Note: the wording is slightly updated and the order of the bottom two reversed.



HBC Members – and Others!

Hobart Baptist Church would not exist without the support and 

care of our o�cial membership.

Annual Members’ Meeting Outcomes

The Hobart Baptist Church Annual Members’ Meeting for 2022 was held in the Gibson Hall 

on Sunday 20 November, after the 10am service.

ELECTION OF DEACONS AND OFFICERS

The election took place by ballot, and all those nominated were elected unanimously:-

Deacons elected for a 3 year term: Scott Ambrose, Jing Priest and Joanna Sinclair.

O�cers elected for 2023: 

Secretary:  Heather Galloway
Treasurer:  Geoffrey Clarke
Assistant Secretary:  Joanna Sinclair
Assistant Treasurer:  Kylie Henderson (From 13 February 2023)

The following nominations for Children and Youth Leaders were con�rmed:

Kids’ Church: Tracy Ortiz
Youth: Scott Ambrose and Kelvin Smith
Boys’ Brigade Captain: Scott Ambrose
Boys’ Brigade Chaplain: Kelvin Smith

The Finance Committee for 2023 was con�rmed:

Geo�rey Clarke, Heather Galloway, Kylie Henderson, William Maguire, Hannah Nguyen and Ben Wagner.

We are grateful for the willingness of these people to serve Hobart Baptist Church in this way. Please pray for them in

the coming year.

The Financial Report and Statements for 1st July 2021 – 30th June 2022 Financial Year was presented by the

Treasurer and accepted.

General Members’ Meeting.

A General Members’ Meeting followed on after the Annual Members’ Meeting on 20 November 2022.

Reports from the Senior Pastor and Secretary were presented.



The Final Budget for 2022-2023 FY, as presented by the Treasurer, was accepted as were the

Financial Statements for 1st Quarter, 2022-23 FY.

An invitation from the Diaconate was extended to anyone interested in helping to develop an ‘Acknowledgement of

Country’ statement for HBC to put up their hand and contact the secretary for more information.

Heather Galloway, Secretary

Members’ Meetings are held quarterly, and are open to members and non-members alike.

The Members are led by the Deacons, who meet monthly.

HBC Diaconate 2022

Chair: Scott Ambrose

Secretary: Heather Galloway

Assistant Secretary: Joanna Sinclair

Treasurer: Geo�rey Clarke

Assistant Treasurer: vacant

Ex-o�cio: Stephen Baxter

Ordinary Deacons: Celia Munro; Moo Lay Graham; David Needham; Joel Ortiz


